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22 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Exam / Assessment Update 
 
Further to my letter dated 11 January, we are all acutely aware of the disruption being caused to 
the GCSE examinations’ process yet again this year.  The guidance is still changing and the 
Government is looking to gather the opinions of students, parents and schools to determine the 
best way forward. 
 
The Government have opened the consultation process which closes on Friday 29 January 
2021 and are actively seeking your input.  The full details of this can be found at 
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/15/how-2021-could-look-for-students-and-learners-we-want-
your-views/.  
 
To have you say and submit your views please follow the link below:  
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ACIHL2/  
 
Whilst the consultation is running, none of the exam boards are detailing their plans for this 
summer.  As soon as they clarify with us their expectations the sooner we can make some 
concrete plans.  Ms Cubbage and I intend to hold a virtual assembly with students once we know 
more details and can set out some concrete plans.  However, what we do know is that there will 
be a requirement for internal assessments, that may be externally set and will be moderated by 
the exam boards. This is fundamentally different from the grades awarded in 2020.  
 
What can we do in the mean time? 
 
Whilst we do not know exactly what the framework for centre assessed grades will be, nor do we 
confidently know the return date for students, we are putting in place contingency plans to 
assess students and gather supporting evidence for them. 
 
Please recognise that this is different from the first lockdown.  We were instructed not to consider 
any work produced by students, or assessments, after we went into lockdown on 22 March 2020 
when producing centre assessed grades.  This time the performance of students in their 
virtual lessons whilst in this current lockdown and in class when they return, is going to 
be taken into account.  
 
It is therefore important to stress, students are expected to complete any formative assessments 
assigned to them on Google classrooms and ensure they fully engage with their teachers during 
virtual lessons as it will all count.  
 
Whilst we recognise some have struggled with the need to interact with staff using their 
webcams, it is a vital part of good quality teaching and learning that staff can see what is being 
done and students participate in the experience.  Further to this, there are a number of subjects 
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that require students as part of their coursework to physically demonstrate their skills, which is 
best achieved through visual sharing.  
 
Are students still doing coursework (Non-Examined Assessments – NEAs)? 
 
Yes, the latest guidance we have received from JCQ can be found at https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/Notice-to-Centres-NEA-June-2021.pdf.  
 
One example of this, that impacts almost all students, is the PE Vcert synoptic project.  This was 
launched last week and will still account for 60% of the final grade.  Adjustments have been 
made by the exam board (https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-
exams/v-certs-and-schools) and significant guidance has been provided by the PE team on how 
to complete this work, including a template to guide completion. The PE staff are on hand to 
provide feedback throughout the term.   
 
I am aware that a number of students have made the most of this time and have nearly finished.  
However, there are a number of students that have not attended their lesson, or attempted the 
work set, and this is a serious concern as they cannot pass the subject without this assessment.  
The PE team have contacted those involved and it needs to be stressed that if students fail to 
complete this work, we expect them to get an ungraded score (U), regardless of how they 
performed in the exam they have taken previously (which is worth 40% of the overall grade). 
 
What else can the college do to help? 
 
To date we have provided over 150 laptops or tablets to students.  A massive thank you for all 
those have donated spare machines; we are putting them to good use.  We have also provided 
4G USB internet and webcams.   We are now in a position to say all Year 10 and 11 students, to 
our knowledge, have access to a device and that there is no excuse not to engage 
technologically.  However, we are aware of a small group of students whose mental health and 
wellbeing needs to be put first and we have made adjustments to support them.  Please contact 
your child’s House tutor or progress leader if you feel there are circumstances we need to be 
aware of. 
 
Finally, as per my previous guidance, it is crucial we maintain and instil routine.  Students need 
to be up in good time to eat and be awake for their lessons.  It is vital that they are present for 
tutor time as this is their opportunity to let us know of any issues that they may be having.  We 
also ask that you inform us through the normal college absence line 01329 843127 if your 
child is too unwell to engage in online lessons.  
 
We have asked all staff to end lessons 5 minutes early and encourage students to make use of 
the 5-minute downtime between lessons to reduce their screen time and, where we can, we will 
provide work that does not require a computer. However, they will be asked to share this either 
by webcam or by uploading evidence of the work completed.  
 
Positive contributions in lessons will continue to be recognised in ClassCharts and we will be 
celebrating those students throughout lockdown who have shown exceptional responses to their 
learning.  I cannot stress the importance of students engaging in the online lessons and not 
being passive. All interactions will help inform students ‘working at grades’ that will be required 
by exam boards.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr T Mitchell 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum and Assessment 
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