
  

  

 

  

 
 
 

Parent Coffee Morning 

 
Wednesday 22 November 2017  

 
 Actions 

 Present 
Ms Cubbage – Principal 
Mrs Warner – HPL/Transition co-ordinator 
Mrs Spafford – SLT & Community Admin 
Stella Pratt – Parent Support Adviser 
Mrs Connochie – Intervention Administrator 
 

In Attendance 
9 Parents 
Apologies  
1 received 

 

1 Welcome 

 Parents were invited to raise any issues in the first instance 

 Agenda items for discussion included Transition, Homework, Information evenings 

 
 

2 PE  

 PE Kit - New PE kit shirt samples were handed round for parents to consider.  This lead 
on to a further discussion over PE kit requirements as mixed messages are being received 
regarding the wearing of sports socks.  It was clarified that uniform expectations for PE 
are either sky blue football or white sport socks although this is not always enforced.  
Ideally students should be changing their socks for PE, football socks are optional but if 
students do take part in sporting fixtures they would be required to wear them as they 
offer better protection when worn with shin pads. At present, PE lessons for sports such 
as Hockey/Rugby are skills based and the need to wear football socks and pads is not 
necessary – this is a match requirement only and if students are representing the college 
competitively parents would be notified regarding PE kit requirements. 

 Hockey club – parents asked for an update on the college team as their child really 
enjoys playing. Ms Cubbage said she would consult Mr Fearon for an update, as its 
popularity has dwindled over the years and not many local schools have teams.  
Arranging matches is therefore proving difficult. 
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3 Transition arrangements 
Parents were asked what they did and did not like about the transition process.  A couple of 
parents whose children attended primary schools out of catchment set up a Facebook group 
enabling Year 7 parents to share their news, views and experiences of the Transition process.  
Although this was intended for their benefit, it has proved invaluable and everyone involved is 
respectful, informative and uncontroversial.  The college has also been given access to the group 
so it can advise parents with any queries and help resolve issues should they arise. 

 Language options – it was acknowledged that some parents did not receive 
communication regarding their child’s language option choice prior to them starting in 
September and steps have since been taking to resolve this.  Although communication 
was sent out to catchment schools, it did not reach all parents, including those out of 
catchment.  Due to the changes made to GSCEs and their content, it was not possible to 
communicate the information any earlier. In future this information will be included with 
the Transition packs. 

Overall the transition process proved invaluable for many parents and a fantastic experience for 
students. There was not much more the college could do to get them ready.  The Saturday 
workshops were a real asset and helped many students settle in quicker. Our PE staff who 
regularly attend local primary schools, and the opportunity to meet with other children at the 
workshops boosted confidence as there were already familiar faces on the first day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4 Homework 
All homework should be made available on Class Charts and set daily, if several subjects are set 
in one day enough time should be allowed for its completion. Although this is an expectation of 
teachers, the setting of homework still appears inconsistent for some subjects.  Sometimes 
homework is recorded in student log books or provided as a worksheet.  Students know they 
have homework but it is not made apparent to parents on Class Charts.  This led onto discussing 
the various websites students are encouraged to access for homework and enhanced study. 
Students receive separate logins for, 

 My Maths – set standard Homework tasks, can chose to complete extra if they wish 

 SAM Learning  

 PiXL Edge 

 Linguascope 
Parent logins can be requested should they wish to gain an overview of the homework set, which 
is ‘trapped’ in these applications and therefore unavailable to view in detail on Class Charts.  
Parents also feel they would benefit from an orientation session which could be incorporated 
with the next coffee morning, allowing them an insight into these applications along with support 
from IT. 

 

5 Information Evenings 
Parents were very impressed with the recent information evenings; Mr Hartnell, in particular, 
was well received for his enthusiasm for driving kids’ outcomes.  Ms Cubbage further added that 
it is just as important to recognise students on an individual basis by allowing them to succeed 
without ‘breaking them’. 

 
 

 

6 Any Other Business 

 Communications to parents – To avoid missing out on vital information (revision sessions 
was an example of information parents had missed as it was included in the information 
booklet not as a standalone communication), it was suggested the college reviews the 
way in which it delivers communication to parents.  At present letters are emailed as 
attachments with a generic ‘blurb’ and other communications have been included in the 
body of the message.  With the volume of messages sent via e-mail it was suggested that 
in future any letters, where possible, should be included in the body of the message, that 
way when the e-mail is opened it is immediately obvious what the communication 
relates to. Adapting a more consistent approach will help reduce the number of 
messages that could be overlooked.  

 Canteen payments on line - The college is working towards rolling this out very soon.  
Parents will not only be able to top up their child’s canteen account on line, they will also 
be able to check up on purchases.  In the meantime, any parent wishing to know what 
their child is buying can request this information from the College canteen. 

 Homework club – This runs daily from 2.35-3.35pm in the Library (Learning Resource 
Centre).  It was clarified that students can remain in college if they require the late bus at 
4.00pm, there is no expectation that they leave before then. 

 Late bus – Students who chose to, or are required to stay behind after school for clubs or 
revision sessions are not always able to use the late bus as it primarily serves students 
who live in, and on route to Whiteley.  Students in areas of Fareham (served by bus F) 
and Locks Heath/Sarisbury (served by bus G) have to rely on parents to collect them from 
after college sessions which is not always convenient and it was asked why the late bus 
did not drop off in these areas.  Ms Cubbage did explain that it is not cost effective for 
the college to provide transport home for all students staying late after college, 
particularly as it is on a supply and demand basis and the numbers of students requiring 
the service changes daily.  It was acknowledged that at certain times of the year, for 
example, when revision sessions are taking place, it may be possible to provide after 
college transport for students served by buses F/G if the demand is there.  The college 
will look into this. 

 School reports – Sample reports were handed round in preparation of them being sent 
out in the next couple of weeks.  These will provide an overview for each subject and 
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progress for individual sections enabling staff to target where intervention is required. 
Grades for Year 10 can only be predicted as the results will be based on percentage and 
students and parents can only be offered ‘guestimates’.   

 Year 11  
Revision sessions – Parents would like a clearer idea of what revision sessions are taking 
place and when.  They will be emailed if there is a requirement for their child to attend 
any revision sessions as their attendance will be compulsory.  Students should have a 
designated time for revision and any clashes with revision sessions should not be 
occurring as they are based on timetables.  It was suggested that if this has occurred the 
wrong sessions may have been attended.  A copy of the revision timetable will be sent 
out with the minutes from this coffee morning. 
Parent pledges – all parents are encouraged to submit parent pledges in support of their 
child, to be included and opened with their PPE results. 
PE – students will be offered the opportunity to re sit in June. 
Personal Learning Checklist – students should be using this resource which encourages 
them to revise the areas they need to and not the ones they like. 
TaSC – it will not be necessary for Year 11 parents to attend the first TaSC appointments 
in December due to their close proximity to the Subject Consultations.  Student with SEN 
requirements will, however, be invited to attend their review. 

 Yr 10 RE – All year 10’s will complete RE GCSE this year, along with English which will be 
dependent on PPE results.  There may the possibility for them to re sit RE in Year 11 if 
required now that the new exam specifications are in place. 

 End of year exams for all years -   Ms Cubbage confirmed there will be formal exams at 
the end of the year for all years.  With the change back to terminal exams, year exams 
are being re-introduced which provide valuable exam practice.  End of year assessment 
will allow tutors to establish skill sets and cater future interventions. 

 Student welfare – It was suggested that workshops for students and parents may be 
beneficial to offer everyone support with anxiety and stress in the run up to GCSEs. 
The ban on mobile phones has been well received reducing the amount of low level 
issues associated with their use.   
Some students had also recently been spotted ‘vaping’ on their way to college. Students 
will again be reminded of their behaviour expectations whilst in full uniform on their 
journey to and from college. 
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 Date of next meeting 
Coffee evening – 24 January 2018 
Coffee morning – 21 March 2018 
 

 

 Yvette Spafford 
28.11.2017 
 

 
 

 

 


