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CDC/AUD 

 

3 March 2017 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………. Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Re: Whole College Timetable Amendments 

 

Firstly, I am writing to apologise for having to amend timetables again and secondly, to inform you about 

recent timetable changes that may have affected your child.  We are in a fortunate position at Henry Cort of 

being able to have students taught by specialist teachers in all subject areas.  This is, and remains a constant 

focus for us as a leadership team to ensure students have access to the best quality of teaching, and staff 

have the subject knowledge that allows all students to make the most progress throughout their time with us. 

 

In ensuring we fulfil our aims comes inevitable issues.  It is estimated that there will be 1000 unfilled 

teaching vacancies in Hampshire in September 2017, and the issue of teacher recruitment remains a 

newsworthy topic on a national level.  We are also committed at Henry Cort to providing high levels of 

teacher training to ensure recruitment at Henry Cort remains a strength as we develop teachers for the future. 

 

Hopefully this letter will update you on any of the timetable changes affecting our students. 

 

Changes affecting all year groups 

Mrs Foulds (Computing) left on 2 March and we have recruited a replacement Computing Teacher, Mr Cuss 

who started on 27 February and will be taking over Mrs Foulds classes. 

 

Mrs Downie has dropped down from full time to part time for personal reasons and will be leaving us at 

Easter, however, former teacher, Mrs Jones who re-joined us in January, will be covering additional hours. 

 

Mrs Durham (English), who is currently completing her Schools Direct training, has returned from a 6 week 

experience in another local school and Mr Smith (Science) is currently on a 6 week placement at Cams Hill 

School, again furthering his experience as he develops his teaching career.  To cover this we have another 

former member of staff, Mrs Smith, covering his lessons. 

 

Mr Short was due to start in the Science Department after half term but informed us over the half term break 

that he would not be able to do so due to personal reasons.  We have, however, welcomed back Miss 

Sainsbury into the department. 

 

Mrs Moir (English maternity cover) will be leaving us at Easter, as will Mrs Vincent (Maths maternity 

cover) and as a result we are re-organising some classes to ensure a smooth transition once these staff have 

left.  Mrs Wheelwright (English), Mrs Andrews (Maths) and Mrs Durrant-Francis (Maths) will all be 

returning to their roles in due course. 

  



 

 

Year 7 

In Year 7 students have now opted to study one language, as the demands of the new curriculum have 

become apparent and with the increased content we want to give students the best opportunity for success in 

one language at GCSE.  As a result we have had to make changes to where students ‘Communications’ 

lessons occur.  Students will now find on their timetables either 4 lessons of French or German, but these 

lessons may be in different places on their timetable.  English classes should be back with their original 

teachers as Mrs Durham has returned. 

 

Year 9 

In Year 9 we have chosen to replace the Computing lesson with a PE Theory lesson.  This is part of a long 

term strategy to reduce the pressure on students at the end of Year 11.  It was also following on from 

discussions with staff and students saying that one lesson did not allow students to gain the depth of 

knowledge and therefore we questioned its validity on the timetable.  We are aiming towards all students 

completing their PE qualification in the October of Year 11, allowing their PE time to become a recreational 

PE session, helping with their wellbeing during the exam time. 

 

For those who recently completed the options form, it would appear that we have found a solution that will 

enable us to deliver the Computer Science qualification and we will contact students who expressed an 

interest in this in the near future. 

 

MILK, the student planner app, is one area I do wish to cover in this letter.  We are aware that students have 

been using this to check timetables and that sometimes, as things change, this is not working as well as we 

would like.  The system is not managed by us and, therefore, all updates are carried out by the company at 

2am each morning.  Unfortunately this does sometimes lead to ‘lag times’ where timetables are not updated 

with students as quickly as we would like.  We are constantly working with MILK to ensure the system is fit 

for purpose and are reviewing whether we carry on with this programme, or find an alternative from 

September 2017. 

 

We have reprinted timetables for all Year 7, 8 and 9 students to ensure they have the correct timetable for 

Monday. 

 

A few final notes to bring your attention - we were pleased with the government’s announcement this week 

that Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) is compulsory.  We feel that the work that has gone into the 

Wednesday afternoon slots puts us ahead of others in ensuring students not only leave with excellent 

outcomes but also are aware of the non-examinable elements of the college curriculum such as Personal, 

Social, Health & Emotional (PSHE) education.  

 

We would also like to congratulate Year 11 for their results in the IT exams they are currently taking on a 

Wednesday afternoon.  They are achieving some excellent results and we hope this can be replicated in their 

forthcoming Pre Public Exams (PPEs) – the last trial run before the external exams commence on 15 May 

2017. 

 

Once again, thank you for your continued support and if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 

contact the college. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mrs C Cubbage 

Principal 


