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15 September 2016 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………. Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Cognitive Abilities Tests (CATs) w/b Monday 26 September 2016 for Year 7 Students 

 

During week beginning 26 September, Year 7 students will be completing Cognitive Abilities Tests 

(CATs).  These tests will be taking place in the college’s examination hall during normal lesson times. 

 

Most secondary schools use Cognitive Abilities Tests, CATs, to test general intelligence.  They are 

designed to assess a pupil’s ability in three different areas: verbal (thinking with words); quantitative 

(thinking with numbers); and non-verbal (thinking with shapes and space).  

 

CATs are used to give a snapshot of a child's potential, what they could achieve and how they learn 

best.  The results can help teachers to set the right learning pace for each child, monitor their progress 

and identify areas where they might need extra support. 

 

The tests are designed to be taken without any revision or preparation so they can assess a 

child’s potential in his or her ability to reason.  CATs are not testing children's knowledge and 

understanding as a Mathematic or English examination might, so they cannot ‘learn’ how to answer 

the questions.  

 

The result will be given in SAS (Standardised Age Scores) so they take into account a pupil’s age.  

The average SAS is 100.  The scores are used to calculate predicted levels and can also be used to 

predict the outcome of GCSEs.  If there is a wide variation between the scores in different aspects of 

the test, this may flag up a child who is experiencing difficulties in one area and can lead to a 

diagnosis, such as dyslexia.  Extra support can then be put in place to help the child. 

 

Results are not shared with parents unless a particularly learning difficulty or issue is identified. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
R GELLETT 

Assistant Principal 


