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RHG/AUD 

 

23 May 2016 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………. Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Re Rona Sailing Project 9 - 15 June 2016 

 

I am pleased to confirm your child’s place on this exciting sailing trip.  The Rona Sailing Project is a 

charitable group who operate three ships locally, providing educational sailing trips and is well known 

to Hampshire County Council.  Included in the trip is all food, accommodation, safety equipment and 

waterproofs.  

 

The trip will start and end in Universal Marina (Crableck Lane, Sarisbury Green, SO31 9FW) and will 

be on board the schooner, Merrilyn.  Your child should arrive in college at the normal time with their 

luggage on 9 June.  Luggage can be left in reception until we travel by college minibus to the marina.  

We will be leaving here at approximately 10.00am so students will be required to attend their lesson 

period one. 

 

The group will be go to the Marina at noon on the day of departure, Thursday 9 June, where they will 

meet their Afterguard – Skipper, Mate, Watch Officers and Watch Leaders, who are the lead sailing 

crew of the boat for the week.  After they have been issued with their crew rugby shirts which they 

keep, they will move on board.  Here they will complete introductions, and get a safety briefing with 

the skipper and crew including getting to know the boat.  They will then have lunch, slip their lines 

and depart from the River Hamble.  

 

On the first afternoon they will do skills and drills which include basic safety training and instruction 

on hoisting and lowering sails.  They will then sail to a suitable anchorage for their overnight stay.  

 

Where they go during the week will depend on the conditions and the ability of the crew, but it is most 

likely that they will sail along the South Coast and visit Dorset, Devon and maybe even Cornwall.  It 

is unlikely that they will cross the channel.  This is possible, however we don’t want to put that 

forward in case it doesn’t happen and leads to disappointment. 

  



 

During the week the crew will be divided into two watches and are expected to participate in all 

aspects of the running of the boat – sailing, cooking, cleaning, navigation, pilotage etc.  The skipper 

will deliver the Competent Crew Syllabus so all of those who are interested and able will be awarded 

their RYA Competent Crew Certificate.  The Rona Project also has their own award schemes in place 

where people who ‘give of their best’ are awarded either the Scott or Amory Award.  Some may be 

invited to sail again, to participate in Watch Leader Training (and become a sailing volunteer), or be 

invited to bid for a space on a Tall Ship Race when they are a little older. 

 

We expect the trip to return to college before the end of the normal college day on Wednesday 15 June 

so please collect your child or make arrangements for them to get home with their luggage at 2.35pm. 

 

The trip is being funded by the college as we feel it is an opportunity too good to miss.  However, The 

Rona Sailing Trust is a charitable organisation so if you wish, you may make a donation through their 

website, www.ronasailingproject.com . 

 

Children should take a maximum of £30 pocket money though it is unlikely they will have the 

opportunity to spend very much as most of the time is spent on the water.  They should be able to cope 

with significantly less. 

 

Swimming - if a child has any difficulty swimming 50 metres, they will be required to wear a 

lifejacket whilst underway at all times.  The trainee should inform the Skipper on arrival.  

 

We would discourage children from bringing iPads, iPods or other electrical gadgets.  Mobile phones 

should not be used at certain times during the voyage which will be detailed by the Skipper.  Please 

note there is no facility for charging phones and other electrics and items are brought at the student’s 

own risk.  

 

Included in this pack is a ‘Crew Handbook’ for the students and a ‘Youth Leaders and Parents 

Guidebook’ for you.  Please take the time to read through it as it contains some very useful 

information.  The Crew Handbook also contains a kit list.  I am sure that you will have most things on 

the list (or can borrow them if necessary) but, if you are really struggling to get hold of an item, please 

let me know. 

 

If you have any questions please contact me via the College Reception or by email at 

sac@henrycort.org.  I am hoping to organise an evening when all the young sailors and parents can get 

together and share photos and memories so I will be in touch again shortly with a date. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Gellett 

Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.ronasailingproject.com/
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