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IAM/AUD 

 

11 July 2016 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………. Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Re: Sale of Keyboards & Instrumental lessons 

 

As you will be aware, your child has chosen to continue their studies in music next year.  Music is a 

practical subject with an emphasis on performance and it is important that your child is able to play an 

instrument if they are to make progress in this subject. 

 

If your son or daughter does not have music lessons and/or doesn’t have their own instrument please 

read on. 

 

The music department has a number of keyboards which are for sale.  These are Yamaha PSR 350 

keyboards which were previously in use in the department and are ideal for home practice; they have a 

high specification including: touch sensitivity, a 5 octave key span, 618 voices, 106 built in rhythm 

patterns, 5 track recorder.  The keyboards are available for £30 and will be provided with a music 

stand and power supply.  If you are interested in acquiring a keyboard please complete and return the 

reply slip. 

 

Attached to this letter is an application to have instrumental lessons in college.  These are available on 

a wide range of instruments and are available for the subsidised price of £60 per term.  Please 

complete and return this application form if you wish your child to start instrumental lessons next 

year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr I McAlister 

Curriculum Leader Music 

 

  



 

 

 

To: Student Reception The Henry Cort Community College 

 

Name of Student ……………………………………. Tutor Group ………………. 

 

I am interested in purchasing one of the Yamaha PSR350 keyboards. 

 

Please find enclosed cash/cheque to the value of £30 to cover the cost of the keyboard (Cheques are 

to be made payable to Hampshire County Council and on the back of the cheque please write your 

child’s name and the reason for payment) 

 

Disclaimer: I understand that the keyboards are sold as seen.  The keyboards will be checked before 

they are released to ensure that they are fully operational but they are purchased on the basis that the 

college cannot be held responsible for future breakdown. 

 

Signature of Parent ………………………………….. Date ………………………. 

 

 

  



Music Tuition Request 
 

 

 

Name of Child: _________________________ Current School: _________________ 

 

 

I would like my son/daughter to start lessons on the following instrument 

 

 

I would like my son/daughter to continue lessons on the following instrument 

 

 

Instrument 

 Level *  

Instrument 

 Level * 

B I A B I A 

 

Cello       Piano       

          

Clarinet     Recorder     

        

Drums     Saxophone     

          

Double Bass     Singing     

          

EbHorn     Trombone     

          

Flute     Trumpet     

           

Guitar     Violin      

 

* please indicate current level (B = Beginner, I = Intermediate, A = Advanced) 

 

My child has an instrument:              Yes                                    No 

 

I agree to the terms and conditions on the reverse of this form and the termly contribution of £60.00, 

which is at the beginning of each term.  

 

 

Signature: …………………….……………………   Name: …………………………………… 

  



 

 

Aims of Music Department – Instrumental Lessons 

 

We hope to provide your child with the chance to enjoy participating in making music.  This will be 

done by providing qualified, highly motivated teachers, lessons during the college day, opportunities 

to practice their instruments, opportunities to play their instruments in a group, and opportunities to 

perform (in lessons, assemblies and concerts) 

 

Learning an instrument is a partnership which involves your child, yourself and the college. 

 

 

Children should…. 

 

• Attend all lessons 

• Attend ensemble practices 

• Come fully prepared for lessons 

• Practise 

• Catch up on missed classwork 

 

 

Parents, please….. 

 

• Listen to children playing / practising 

• Encourage practice by allowing space and time 

• Pay termly fees when requested 

• Make sure instruments are insured 

• Provide one terms notice of stopping lessons 

 

 

College will…. 

 

• Provide regular weekly lessons of 20 minutes minimum 

• Provide opportunity to rehearse weekly with an ensemble 

• Provide facilities to practice during and after the college day 

• Inform parents of 3 lessons missed in a term 

• Provide an annual progress report 

  



 

 

Your questions answered: 
 

How much do lessons cost? 

£60 per term per instrument payable at the start of each term.  Non-payment will result in lessons 

being stopped. If your child is a Pupil Premium student (i.e. been in receipt of free school meals in the 

last six years) some assistance with payment for lessons may be available, please contact me and I will 

endeavour to make the necessary arrangements. 

 

How long are lessons?  

Lessons last for a minimum of 20 minutes.  Students are guaranteed at least 10 lessons a term. 

 

If lessons are during the school day, will my child miss their normal lessons? 

Yes.  They will be expected to catch up with the work they have missed in their absence.  The 

timetable is rotating so that they should not miss the same lesson each week. 

 

Will my child have to practice their instrument? 

Yes.  Regular practice is the only way to make progress.  Twenty minutes a day is sufficient for 

beginners but the more advanced should aim for more. 

 

Will my child get to perform to an audience on their instrument? 

Yes.  The college has a wide range of ensembles, including choir, concert band, rock bands and more.  

Whatever his or her instrument your child will be able to perform with an ensemble or solo at the 

numerous concerts and assemblies that take place throughout the year both inside and outside college. 

 

Will my child have lessons on their own? 

In some cases yes, but for instruments where there is great demand he or she will probably share 

lessons. 

 

My child doesn’t play an instrument at the moment. Can they start? 

Yes.  Those who already play an instrument will have priority where places are limited.  

 

My child doesn’t have an instrument, can they still have lessons? 

That depends.  The college does have a few instruments it can loan for a limited period.  Alternatively 

you might like to consider renting an instrument if the cost of buying new is too much.  Hampshire 

Music Service offer a hire scheme which is very reasonable or you may wish to contact a local music 

shop (contact me for more details). 

 

My child already plays an instrument and wants to continue but would like to play another 

instrument. Is this possible? 

Yes, depending on the availability of places.  You will of course have to pay for each set of lessons. 

 

Will I need to take out insurance to cover my child’s instrument? 

Yes.  Although the school has an excellent record regarding the care of instruments it cannot be held 

liable for theft or damage to your child’s instrument.  

 


