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AO3 Mastery Test: Clear comparison of ideas and perspectives 

 

Read the two extracts below. 

 

Compare how the two writers convey their attitudes towards their experiences of 

visiting mental asylums in the nineteenth century. 

 

 

 

Extract fro  Fa  Fer ’s recollectio  of her visit to a  A erica  lu atic’ as lu . 
 

M  erdi t after isiti g a Lu ati  As lu  is… what an immense improvement has 

modern humanity effected in the treatment of these unfortunates! What an advance 

upon the diabolical cruelty of blows, and stripes, and iron cages, and nothing to do, and 

no room to do it in! Now, we have the elegant, spacious, well-ventilated and attractive 

building, surrounded with scenes of natural grandeur and beauty. 

…O e dra s a lo g reath of relief to see the , under the eye of a watchful 

superintendent, raking hay in the sweet, fresh meadows, or walking about in a beautiful 

garde …Ho  affe ti g, too, is the hild-like confidence with which they approach a 

perfect stranger, to tell the sorrow that is eating their li es a a ! Poor Laura s dead!  
said o e of the  to e, i  our ful to es. Poor Laura s dead!  she repeated, ithout 
awaiting an answer, looking sorrowfully in my face. 

Another sat at the window of a handsome room, watching with a smiling countenance 

the gravel- alk that led to the uildi g. As I e tered, she said, I do t k o  he  he 
will come; if it is not this winter, it will be next summer; he said he would come and take 

e a a , a d I a  goi g to sit here a d ait for hi ;  a d she tur ed agai  to the 

window and looked far off into the bright sunshine, and folded her hands in her lap in 

cheerful expectancy. As the key was turned in one of the wards a woman rushed to the 

door, a d said fier el  to the do tor, Let e out, I sa !  He al l  arred the entrance 

with his arm, and laying one hand soothi gl  o  her shoulder, replied, B  a d --wait a 

little-- o t ou?  Her ou te a e gre  pla id; a d she replied, oa i gl , Well, let 
e ha e o e little peep out there the .  – Yes,  said he, ou a  go so far,  poi ti g 

to a designated limit, but not accompanying her. She walked out delightedly, took a 

sur e  of the hall, a d pro ptl  retur i g, said, I a ted  father, ut I see he is ot 
there.  

It seemed so humane to satisfy the poor creature, even though one knew she might be a 

prey so some other fantasy the next minute. 

It is a very curious sight, these lunatics – men and women, preparing food in the 

perfectly-arranged kitchen. 
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Extract fro  Nellie Bl ’s article Ten Days in a Madhouse, recollecting her experience of 

visiting an asylum – possibly the first piece of stunt’ journalism by a woman. 

 

The a ula e stopped ith a sudde  jerk a d the do tor ju ped out. Ho  a  ha e 
ou?  I heard so eo e i uire. O l  o e, for the pa ilio ,  was the reply. A rough-

looking man came forward, and catching hold of me attempted to drag me out as if I had 

the strength of an elephant and would resist. 

… 

I stood at the door and contemplated the scene before me. The long, uncarpeted hall 

was scrubbed to that peculiar whiteness seen only in public institutions. In the rear of 

the hall were large iron doors fastened by a padlock. Several still-looking benches and a 

number of willow chairs were the only articles of furniture. On either side of the hall 

were doors leading into what I supposed and what proved to be bedrooms. Near the 

entrance door, on the right hand side, was a small sitting-room for the nurses, and 

opposite it was a room where dinner was dished out.  

… 

I went down to the rear of the room and introduced myself to one of the women, and 

asked her all about herself. Her name, she said, was Miss Anne Neville, and she had been 

sick from overwork. She had been working as a chambermaid, and when her health gave 

a  she as se t to so e “isters  Ho e to e treated. Her ephe , ho as a aiter, 
was out of work, and being unable to pay her expenses at the home had had her 

transferred to Bellevue.  

Is there a thi g ro g ith ou e tall  as ell?  I asked her.  

No,  she said. The do tors ha e ee  aski g e a  urious uestio s a d o fusi g 
me as much as possible, but I have nothing wrong with my brain.   

Do ou k o  that o l  i sa e people are se t to this pa ilio ?  I asked.  

Yes, I k o ; ut I a  u a le to do a thi g. The do tors refuse to liste  to e, a d it is 
useless to sa  a thi g to the urses.  
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Use the Venn diagram below to identify similarities and differences in their 

perspectives about the asylums and note down quotations which will support your 

response. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Now, with a different colour, go back and annotate word classes or methods (e.g. 

similes) that have been used by the writer in the precise quotations you have 

chosen.  
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Using your plan in the Venn diagram above, write two paragraphs to compare how 

the two writers convey their attitudes towards the experiences of asylums.  

 

Similarity: 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Difference: 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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AO3 Mastery Therapy: Clear comparison of ideas and perspectives 

 

To achieve this target skill, you need to be able to identify clear comparisons 

between the ideas and perspectives presented within two texts.  

 

This means that you need to be able to not only identify ea h of the riters  ideas 

about a topic, but also to compare them and how they are presented.  

 

Read the two texts below about experiences of cities in England, and then look at 

the example planning grid which compares the texts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text B 

Extract fro  Charles Dicke s’ Night Walks essay, Uncommercial Traveller 

The restlessness of a great city, and the way in which it tumbles and tosses before it can 

get to sleep, formed one of the first entertainments offered to the contemplation of us 

houseless people.  It lasted about two hours.  We lost a great deal of companionship when 

the late public-houses turned their lamps out, and when the potmen thrust the last 

brawling drunkards into the street; but stray vehicles and stray people were left us, after 

that.  If e ere er  lu k , a poli e a s rattle spra g a d a fra  turned up; but, in 

general, surprisingly little of this diversion was provided.   

 

Text A  

Extract fro  Ja e Auste ’s letter to her sister Cassa dra a out a visit to Lo do  

 

Here I am once more in this Scene of dissipation & vice, and I begin already to find my 

morals corrupted. We reached Staines yesterday, I do not know when, without suffering 

so much from the heat as I had hoped to do. We set off again this morning at seven 

o lo k, a d had a very pleasant drive, as the morning was cloudy & perfectly cool – I came 

all the way in the chaise from Hertford Bridge.  

 

Edward & Frank are both gone out to seek their fortunes; the latter is to return soon & 

help us seek ours.  

 
Dissipation – overindulgence in sensual pleasures 

Vice – immoral wicked behavior 
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Now look at the example comparison below: 

 

Both writers present London as a city which could be seen as having immoral 

experiences for members of society. In her letter to her sister, Austen describes 

Lo do  as a s e e of dissipatio  & i e.  The ou  dissipatio  suggests that 
Lo do  e essi el  e jo s pleasura le e perie es a d the ou  i e  de elops our 
understanding by suggesting that the behaviour of some members of London society 

is immoral. Similarly, Dickens also suggests that London has some immoral members 

of so iet : the last ra li g dru kards.   The ou  dru kards  highlights their 
o eri dulge e i  al ohol a d the er  ra li g  hi ts at iole t or ois  behaviour. 

 

 

You should note that in addition to comparing the ideas and perspectives Austen 

and Dickens presented, that the example also uses quotations and refers to the word 

classes the writers used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text A Text B 

 

* Fro  Auste s perspe ti e, Lo do  is 
an immoral place with inappropriate 

behaviours and experiences on offer. 

 

 

* Although she acknowledges that 

London could be seen as immoral, it is 

also a place where time can be enjoyed.   

 

 

* Austen also presents the idea that 

London may be seen to be a place where 

you can acquire something of value.  

 

 

* Dickens presents the idea that London 

is a lively and exciting city to experience. 

 

 

* Dickens suggests that there are many 

drunken people in London in an evening. 

 

 

* Fro  Di ke s  perspe ti e, Lo do  is 
not a place that has a completely strict or 

ordered moral society and the city could 

be seen as quite chaotic.  
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Using the help box below and the grid above if you need to, you should now write an 

example comparison to clearly explain how the writers present London in a different 

way.  

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

In contrast to Dickens, who presents the perspective that London is  

____________________, Austen suggests that___________________. 

 

U like… 

I  o trast to… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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