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AO3 Advanced Test: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives in a detailed and 

perceptive way.  

 

Read the two extracts below, the first a letter from Charles Dickens and the second a 

letter from Charles Darwin.  

 

Compare how the two writers convey their attitudes towards the experiences they 

present.  

 

 

 

Extract from a letter by Charles Dickens based on his experience of Baltimore, in the 

United States, 1842 

 

We have been as far south as Richmond in Virginia (where they grow and manufacture 

tobacco, and where the labour is all performed by slaves), but the season in those 

latitudes is so intensely and prematurely hot, that it was considered a matter of doubtful 

expediency to go on to Charleston. For this unexpected reason, and because the country 

between Richmond and Charleston is but a desolate swamp the whole way, and because 

slavery is anything but a cheerful thing to live amidst, I have altered my route by the 

advice of Mr. Clay (the great political leader in this country), and have returned here 

previous to diving into the far West. We start for that part of the country—which 

includes mountain travelling, and lake travelling, and prairie travelling—the day after to-

morrow, at eight o'clock in the morning; and shall be in the West, and from there going 

northward again, until the 30th of April or 1st of May, when we shall halt for a week at 

Niagara, before going further into Canada. We have taken our passage home (God bless 

the word) in the George Washington packet-ship from New York. She sails on the 7th of 

June. 

… 

Parties—parties—parties—of course, every day and night. But it's not all parties. I go 

into the prisons, the police-offices, the watch-houses, the hospitals, the workhouses. I 

was out half the night in New York with two of their most famous constables; started at 

midnight, and went into every brothel, thieves' house, murdering hovel, sailors' dancing-

place, and abode of villainy, both black and white, in the town. I went incog. behind the 

scenes to the little theatre where Mitchell is making a fortune. He has been rearing a 

little dog for me, and has called him "Boz." I am going to bring him home. In a word I go 

everywhere, and a hard life it is. But I am careful to drink hardly anything, and not to 

smoke at all. I have recourse to my medicine-chest whenever I feel at all bilious, and am, 

thank God, thoroughly well… 
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Extract from a letter from Charles Darwin, written in Rio de Janeiro in 1832 

 

On the coast I collected many marine animals chiefly gasteropodous (I think some 

new).— I examined pretty accurately a Caryophyllea & if my eyes were not bewitched 

former descriptions have not the slightest resemblance to the animal.— I took several 

specimens of an Octopus, which possessed a most marvellous power of changing its 

colours; equalling any chamaelion, & evidently accommodating the changes to the 

colour of the ground which it passed over.—yellowish green, dark brown & red were the 

prevailing colours: this fact appears to be new, as far as I can find out.— Geology & the 

invertebrate animals will be my chief object of pursuit through the whole voyage.— We 

then sailed for Bahia, & touched at the rock of St Paul.— This is a Serpentine 

formation.— Is it not the only island in the Atlantic which is not Volcanic?— We likewise 

staid a few hours at Fernando Noronha; a tremendous surf was running, so that a boat 

was swamped, & the Captain would not wait.— I find my life on board, when we are in 

blue water most delightful; so very comfortable & quiet: it is almost impossible to be 

idle, & that for me is saying a good deal.— Nobody could possibly be better fitted out in 

every respect for collecting than I am: many cooks have not spoiled the broth this time; 

Mr Browne’s little hints about microscopes &c have been invaluable.— I am well off in 

books, the Dic: Class: is most useful.— 

… 

It is exceedingly interesting observing the difference of genera & species from those 

which I know. It is however much less than I had expected. I am at present red-hot with 

Spiders, they are very interesting, & if I am not mistaken, I have already taken some new 

genera.— I shall have a large box to send very soon to Cambridge, & with that I will 

mention some more Natural History particulars. 
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Use the Venn diagram below to identify similarities and differences in their attitudes 

and note down precise quotations which will support your response. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Now, with a different colour, go back and annotate word classes or methods (e.g. 

similes) that have been used by the writer in the precise quotations you have 

chosen.  
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Using your plan in the Venn diagram above, compare how the two writers convey 

their attitudes towards the experiences they present.  
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AO3 Advanced Therapy: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives in a detailed and 

perceptive way.  

 

To achieve this target skill, you need to be able to demonstrate a detailed and 

perceptive comparison of the ideas and perspectives presented in two texts.  

 

This means that you need to be able to not only identify each of their ideas about a 

topic, but also select judicious textual detail which is perceptive and not what every 

student might select.  

 

Read the two texts below about the issue of cleaning within the home and look at 

the example comparison paragraph underneath.  

 

 

 

 

E tract from Mrs Beeto ’s Book of Household Management, 1861 

 

As with the commander of an army, or the leader of any enterprise, so is it with the 

mistress of a house. Her spirit will be seen through the whole establishment; and just in 

proportion as she performs her duties intelligently and thoroughly, so will her domestics 

follow in her path. Of all those acquirements, which more particularly belong to the 

feminine character, there are none which take a higher rank, in our estimation, than 

such as enter into a knowledge of household duties; for on these are perpetually 

dependent the happiness, comfort and well-being of a family. 

… 

Early rising is one of the most essential qualities which enter into good Household 

Management, as it is not only the parent of health, but of innumerable other 

advantages. Indeed, when a mistress is an early riser, it is almost certain that her house 

will be orderly and well-managed. On the contrary, if she remain in bed till a late hour, 

then the domestics, who, as we have observed, invariably partake somewhat of their 

istress’s hara ter, will surely become sluggards. To self-indulgence all are more or less 

disposed, and it is not expected that servants are freer from this fault than the heads of 

houses. The great Lord Chatham thus gave his advice in reference to this subject: - I 
would have inscribed on the curtains of your bed, and the walls of your chamber, If you 

do not rise early, you can make progress in nothing. ’ 

… 
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Although both extracts are focused on the issue of cleaning, each has a different 

perspective about the extent of focus required on daily cleaning and attention to 

detail within the home. The first e tra t, fro  Mrs Beeton’s Book of Household 

Management, clearly places household cleanliness and order as having the utmost 

importance, suggesting, through the list of three, that the happiness, o fort and 
well eing’ of the fa ily’ is perpetually dependent’ on this. The er  dependent’ 
implies a sense of responsibility and importance as it suggests that without 

cleanliness and order, the happiness of the family simply cannot exist, which is 

further emphasised y the ad er  perpetually’, which reinforces the unbreakable 

link between the wellbeing of the family and the cleanliness of the home. In contrast 

to this, the second extract is written in the twentieth century and consequently 

takes a less strict view towards the role of women in the home and the need for 

leanliness and order. This te t uses a si ile of as wearing to the spirit as it would 
e to sew one stit h’ to reinfor e the idea that leaning on a day to day asis is not 

only a waste of ti e, ut that it is detri ental to the spirit’. This noun suggests that 

there is, therefore, more to life than simply focusing on the cleanliness of one’s 

home and that, in contrast to the well-being and happiness of a family being 

dependent upon it, it could in fact have the opposite effect.  

 

 

E tract from E el  Sharp’s article: The Rebel on the Hearth, 1924 

 

Spring-cleaning always seems to me a confession of failure. Obviously, if the house is 

dirty enough to require special cleaning in the spring, the implication is that it has not 

been kept clean in the preceding summer, autumn and winter, and to clean it with a 

flourish of dusters at one season is not to guarantee it will not need cleaning again 

during the other three. Indeed, spring-cleaning acts rather as a deterrent than 

otherwise. For weeks beforehand it seems hardly worth while to clean the house since it 

is going to be turned upside down shortly; and after the dreadful event is over to start 

cleaning it again is like going to church on Easter Monday or making a speech the day 

after a poll.  

… 

Nothing is duller than to keep a house clean by removing a little dirt every day; it is as 

wearing to the spirit as it would be to sew one stitch – an impossible feat in any case – in 

order to sa e pro le ati  nine. The house ay e no leaner after a week’s onslaught 
upon 51 weeks of accumulated dirt, than if the dirt had never been allowed to 

accumulate, but the difference between making a house clean and keeping it clean is the 

difference between having loved and lost and never having loved at all. Clearly if the 

spring-cleaner is ever to be converted from this annual orgy of domesticity, domesticity 

must be itself rendered more exciting and adventurous from day to day.  
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1. Re-read the paragraphs above and identify another quotation from each.  

 

2. Circle the judicious detail within the quotation and annotate what method/s 

have been used.  

 

3. Now use your annotations to create a comparison paragraph, similarly to the 

example above.  
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