
Dear Parents 

As you know we received a 

visit from the Ofsted 

Inspectors on Thursday 27 and 

Friday 28 February 2014.  

The inspectors spent a large 

proportion of their time in 

lessons and around the 

college.  We are not allowed 

to inform you of the full 

outcomes which will appear in 

the report but I am sure you 

would want to know that we 

received many positive 

comments and they 
particularly commented on the 

positive relationships between 

students and teachers and the 

very good attitude of our 

students around the site.  They 

also commented that there was 

very good evidence around the 

site of teachers encouraging 

students to think more deeply.   

The full report will probably 
now be published on the week 

commencing the 17th March.  

When we receive the report we 

will send a copy electronically 

to all parents as well as hard 

copies to those who do not have 

an email contact.  If you would 

like further hard copies of the 

report please contact reception.  

We believe that the students 

will also receive a letter from 

the inspectors. 

Thank you very much to those 

parents who completed the 

questionnaire and also to those 

parents who sent us letters of 

support.  They were much 

appreciated because the 

inspection was quite intense 

since we received notification 

so close to their visit. 

 

Thank you for your on-going 

support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr P Munday 

Executive Principal 
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Student Artists with Reception 

Artwork 

Spotlight 

The Christmas Jumper 

Day on Friday 13 
December in aid of 

Childline and the 
Samaritans raised…. 

 

£1016.59 

Avid Reader - Dean Janse van 

Rensburg 

 

This term saw the launch of 

a new student newsletter, 

written for students by 

students. 

The Henry Cort Community College - Rock Challenge Heat Winners 

More than 315 schools 

throughout the United 

Kingdom are taking part in 

this year‟s UK Rock 
Challenge competition 

involving upwards of 30,000 

young people.  It is the fastest 

growing event of its type in 

the UK, with teams required 

to stage an 8 minute themed 

dance routine ultimately 

performing on stage in front 

of live audiences and a team 

of qualified judges.  Teams 

are marked and the winners 
move on to perform against 

others at regional. 

The heat held in Southampton 

on Tuesday 4th March schools 

competing in the Hampshire 

events.  Our performance 

Fogg's Final Fix was 

outstanding and was of such a 

quality that we succeeded in 

winning the event and going 

on to compete at the 

prestigious Southern Finals. 

The performance focussed on 

the adventures of Phileas Fogg 

and his efforts to travel around 

the world. The magnitude and 
fun along with the professional 

nature of the performance is 

what impressed the judges the 

most and they said that The 

Henry Cort Community 

College well deserved their 

placing on the night.  

As well as winning the event 

The Henry Cort Community 

College also gained awards of 

excellence in the following 

categories:  

Set Design and Function 

Costuming Character 

Soundtrack 

Stage Use 

Choreography 

Rock Challenge UK Assistant 

Manager Stuart McGregor said: 

“We have been incredibly 

grateful to all of our sponsors 

who have invested in the 

fantastic ethos of the event, 

without them this event would 

not go ahead.”  

”This year at the Rock 

Challenge® in Southampton 

we have been absolutely blown 

away by the quality of the 

performances and the support 

that all of the schools and 

performers have shown and 

this was personified by the 

fantastic performance of The 

Henry Cort Community 

College.” 

The event aims to capture the 

imagination of young people 
by providing them with an 

exciting and unique 

opportunity to experience the 

buzz of performing in a 

professional venue in front of 

their peers, families and 

friends. 
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On Friday 10th January, Year 8 students 

from The Henry Cort Community College 

enjoyed a unique „Science and 

Mathematics Rocket Challenge Day‟. 

They designed and air launched paper 

rockets to reach maximum altitude as part 

of an inter-house competition.  The overall 

winners were from Invincible House. 

Initially, the students constructed a 

clinometer to calculate the height of their 

rocket and then they worked individually 

to plan, design, graph and evaluate their 

rocket trials using scientific enquiry skills.  

There were some innovative designs and 

the students delivered a short presentation 

to showcase their findings. 

Staff and students welcomed guest judge 

for the day, Amanda Tucker, a STEM 

ambassador who assisted students with 

their rocket designs. She  has a 

background in analytical chemistry (1990) 

and used to work in Aviation Fuels and 

Lubricants (Research and Development). 

She has since done a post graduate 

diploma in Military Operational Analysis 

and now is now looking at how new 

scientific and technology advances can 

improve our defence capability. 

Our Students are Rocketing … 

On Friday 31st January, five talented 

artists from The Henry Cort Community 

College volunteered to come into school 

on a closure day and work on a 

sensational new canvas for our new 

reception area. 

Students Isaac Ferneyhough, Vicki 

Skinner, Almay Beukman, Lucy Savage 

and Josh Warr each worked on a specific 

area of the nine-piece canvas. They 

created a stunning landscape scene by 

using oil paints which were applied using 

credit cards. The students are all fans of 

legendary artist, David Hockney who also 

develops large scale canvas paintings that 

join together to form one large picture 

using a similar technique. 

Students create masterpiece for College Reception 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

Avid reader,  Dean Janse van Rensburg 

has astonished his classmates and 

teachers after reading 2,232,942 words 

in his first term at The Henry Cort 

Community College in Fareham, as part 

of the Accelerated Reader programme 

from Renaissance Learning.  Dean is 

aiming to read over 3 million words by 

half term and he is well on his way to 

achieving that. 

Dean, who is 12 and has autism, has 

been an exceptional reader from a very 

young age. Whilst at his infant school he 

devoured 37 books and during his time at 

Locks Heath Junior School he had read 

his way through over 200 titles. When he 

joined The Henry Cort Community 

College in September 2013, he was 

registered on the Accelerated Reader 

programme which suits his outstanding 

memory and he thoroughly enjoys the 

quizzes which enable him to recap the 

books in an easy and fast way. Since 

starting Year 7, Dean has read over 80 

books, which is more than some adults 

read in a lifetime!  

12 year old boy reads almost 2.5 million words during his first term 

Year 11 Skillforce Team 
 

Congratulations to the Year 11 Skillforce 

Team who managed to raise £135.00 for 

Kids and £135.00 for Naomi House 

achievement.  Congratulations to the 9 

different girls who took part over the 4 

races, a great team effort. 

February also saw victory for the boys in 

the Fareham and Gosport School Cross 

Country Championships, which was a one-

off race at CAMS Hill School, with the 

girls finishing 2nd in their event.  Four 

superb runs from Ewan Christopher (2nd), 

Matthew Thomas (4th), Aaron Kerby-

Dickinson (5th) and Morgan Martin (9th)  

...continued on back page 

This year has seen great success for the 

Year 7 boys, securing a district league 

and championship clean sweep.  The 

boys won the league comfortably, 

winning 3 out of the 4 races, coming 2nd 

in the other.  Along with the team 

success, we had some excellent 

performances individually, with 4 of our 

boys finishing within the top 6 runners 

over the 4 races.  Congratulations to 

Matthew Thomas (2nd), Aaron Kerby-

Dickinson (3rd), Daniel Garnham (4th) 

and Ewan Christopher (6th) for their 

hard work and determination over the 

competition.  Throughout the 

competition, we managed to have 14 

runners take part, fielding an „A‟ team 

and a „B‟ team in all races, with the „B‟ 

team finishing 4th in the league.  Well 

done to all the boys who took part.  

The girls finished 3rd overall in their 

league – a fantastic effort from all 

involved.  The girls league also produced 

some excellent individual results, with 

Hannah Newton (2nd) and Charlotte 

Simpson (3rd), a tremendous 

Cross Country Review - Term 2 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2


working towards her classic award. 

Students complete quizzes and if they 

achieve 100% their name is displayed on 

the 100% board (one for girls and boys), 

as shown in the photograph below. Last 

term Dean had achieved 27 quizzes, and 

Angel Webb DFL has achieved 9 quizzes. 

The points are linked to the house system. 

Triumph are in the lead with 1,068.5 

points, and are very lucky to have four of 

our very keen readers: . Our keen readers, 

Jodie Adams TSM, Martha Bayley TDK, 

Dean Janse Van Rensburg  TBC and 

that reply slips should be on one page for 

ease of completion for parents. 

House Points – Mr Hartnell gave a 

presentation to parents about the house 

point system including why the current 

system was chosen and how it is 

monitored.  Some systems had a material 

benefit but costs exceeded the justification. 

He explained that 24,370 house points 

have been awarded this year and only 764 

poor behaviour incidents logged which 

exceeded the aim of a ratio 3:1 positive to 

negative records. 

Research shows that if we want to do well 

we need to be rewarded and we have 

Mr Fielon welcomed parents and 

introduced Mr Hartnell who was going to 

talk about the house point system. 

Matters arising from last meeting- 

Mr Fielon  was pleased to tell parents that 

all students who had achieved their 

platinum award had now had lunch with 

Mr Munday. 

Parents reported back that students now 

feel easier when leaving their lesson for a 

peripatetic music lesson. 

Mr Fielon explained that the college was 

looking into an improved communication 

system including e mail. Parent requested 

found that the students buy into this 

system of reward both as individuals and 

as part of a group – maximum effort = 

most reward.  

House points are also awarded for parent 

attendance at events such as mentoring 

and subject meetings.  Analysis shows that 

girls achieve more house points – a point 

that staff are mindful of. T here are regular 

checks made to ensure that there is 

consistency across the college. Mr 

Hartnell explained that at the moment very 

few points were awarded on Day 10 which 

is because of the way registers are taken  

… continued on Page 4 

Parent Coffee Evening Update - 29 January 2014 

Charlotte Simpson TEH. Victorious are 

2nd with 407.7. Daring are 3rd with 375.6.  

Invincible are 4th with 248.6 points. 

Coming up: Author Visit 

On Friday 14th March, Nicky Singer, 

author of Feather Boy, and her latest book 

The Flask, will be visiting Henry Cort. She 

will give a talk to all year 7 students, and 

then give creative writing workshops to 

selected groups of Year 7 students. 

 

The Year 7s are following an Accelerated 

Reader programme, in which they read 

books, complete quizzes, gain points and 

win rewards.  The first level is Ready 

Reader, and this is followed by 

Independent Reader, Rising Reader, Super 

Reader, Advanced, Star and Classic. 

Two of our students are doing 

exceptionally well.  By the end of last term 

Dean Janse Van Rensburg of TBC had 

read 2,232,942 words and achieved all of 

the possible certification levels.  Keen 

reader Charlotte Simpson  of TEH is now 

Library Round-Up 
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college which will be used to benefit our 

children! 

The Friends of Henry Cort hopes you can 

participate in Happy School Bag scheme 

and thank you in advance for your 

contributions.  

Mobile Phones 

We raised a total of £183.60 last year 

recycling old unwanted mobile phones. 

Did you, a friend or family member get a 

new phone for Christmas?  Please save 

your old ones, bring them into student 

reception at college and FOHC will 

recycle them to raise more money. 

You can donate any old mobile phones or 

inkjet cartridges to raise additional funds 

for the college.  Place you unwanted 

mobile phone/inkjet cartridge in the box 

provided in the student office. 

Please use the recycling link on the college 

website to check which inkjet cartridges 

can be recycled. 

Spend and Raise 

Fed up with this dreadful weather and 

shopping on line instead!! Use the college 

web shop: 

www.spendandraise.com/henrycort  or log 

onto the college website and follow the 

link.  You can help to raise more valuable 

funds by shopping online through the 

webshop – and you won‟t spend any more 

than going to the retailer‟s website 

directly.  

Non-Uniform Day 

Pay £1.00 to wear non uniform on Friday 

21st March and help raise funds for 

FOHC! 

FOHC PTA Meeting 

The next Friends of Henry Cort meeting 

will be held on Tuesday 25th February, 

6.30pm in the college library.  Please 

attend if you can and share your 

fundraising ideas with us! 

Recycling Day 

The next FOHC recycling day will be on 

Friday 4th April 2014. 

Every student and member of staff can 

participate either by obtaining a bag from 

Mrs Doyle or you can use your own.  Fill 

the bags with unwanted linens, clothing 

items, paired shoes, belts and accessories, 

hats & scarves, handbags, etc. that you no 

longer need.  We can‟t recycle books any 

more but all cuddly toys can be recycled.   

Please take your bags to the Cort Theatre 

on the recycling day by 3.00pm where 

they will be collected by the Happy School 

Bag Company. 

Note: we do not have anywhere to store it, 

so bringing your bag on the exact day is 

VERY IMPORTANT! 

Remember, the more we collect, the more 

money we get, so why not have a spring 

clean during half term! We can turn your 

unwanted things into CASH for our 

Friends of Henry Cort 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

http://www.spendandraise.com/henrycort
http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2


Matt Thomas lifting the league 

trophy with Dave Smith (Athletics 

Secretary) 
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Parent Coffee Evening continued from Page 3 

on that day.  There was also acknowledgement 

that awarding house points in bulk at the end of 

a term was not in keeping with the aim of 

regular encouragement to succeed and meant 

that in some cases praise in assembly was not 

timely. 

Students who do well are also highlighted in 

press releases as are past students – this helps 

students to appreciate that they are among 

successful people and that it could be them 

next time.  Unsung heroes are also recognised 

by staff and given achievements. 

Points raised by parents 

Certificates - Parent asked if all certificate 

awards are acknowledged in the newsletter- 

this should be the case. 

Duty Monitor – Parent felt that students 

missing one day a year from class in Year 8 to 

carry out this task was too much. Mr Fielon 

explained that the college felt the role gave an 

opportunity to younger students to take on 

responsibility in a variety of ways. 

Day 10 – Parent reported that some students 

were unable to purchase lunch in the canteen 

because they were released from their lesson 

too late. – apologies given. 

Website – Parents reported that in several areas 

this was out of date eg Art, PE and they would 

like to see the Day 10 timetable published on 

there, as we had previously done so. 

Parents reported they liked the use of Twitter 

by PE and is was good to find out the sports 

team results. 

PE – Parent felt that written work for PE was 

excessive and several said they would like Year 

10 students to have more practical lessons 

rather than theory.  Mr Fielon explained that 

the students achieved great success in their PE 

exams.  

Topics for Future Discussion 

General approach to Healthy Eating 

Is there a culture of enjoying good food that 

complies to standards and socialisation at lunch 

time? 

Date of next meeting 19th March 2014  

College Events 

Mon 17-Fri 21 

February 
Half Term – Return Week B 

Tues 18 February Extra Rock Challenge Rehearsal – 10.00am-3.00pm 

Tues 25 February FOHC PTA Meeting – 6.30pm 

Weds 26 February 
HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am, Year 10/11 

Havant College Visit 

Sun 2 March Extra Rock Challenge Rehearsal – 10.00am-2.00pm 

Tues 4 March Rock Challenge 

Weds 5 March Year 9 Course Choice Evening 

Thurs 13 March 
Year 10 GCSE History Student Conference, Year 9 Subject 

Consultation Meetings – 3.30pm-6.30pm 

Fri 14 March Year 7 Author Visit – Nicky Singer 

Tues 18 March Year 8 HPV Injections (3) 

Weds 19 March Parent Coffee Evening – 7.00pm-8.00pm 

Friday 21 March FOHC PTA Non-Uniform Day 

Mon 24-Weds 26 

March 
Orchestra Tour to Primary Schools 

Weds 26 March 
HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am, Year 8 Course 

Choice Evening 

Fri 28 March CPD Day – College Closed 

Mon 31 March Year 11 GCSE Catering Practical Ends 

Tues 1 April Piano Recital in Cort Theatre 

Thurs 3 April 
Year 8 Subject Consultation Meetings – 3.30pm-6.30pm, 

Theatre Production in German  - AM 

Friday 4 April FOHC Recycling Day 

Mon 7 – Mon 21 

April 
Easter Holidays – Return Week B 

...Cross Country Review continued from Page 2 

secured the team victory for the boys.  Hannah 

Newton (4th), Sarah Drew (8th), Thea Lamport 

(14th), Kate Richardson (21st) and Tiakara Philips 

(23rd) produced excellent runs on the day. 

We had other brilliant individual results in the Year 

8 category with Laura Irvine (2nd) and Mercedes 

Light (15th) for the girls. Tom Farlow (6th), 

Harrison Williams (10th), Luke Mouncey (16th) 

and Jack McCallum (20th) ran very well for the 

boys.  

Tesco Uniform Embroidery 

Services 

 

We are pleased to announce that Tesco 

are now supplying our College Uniform 

as well as Skoolkit and InSitch. 

 

Details can be found on the college 

website. 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/page_viewer.asp?page=Uniform&pid=653
http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/page_viewer.asp?page=Uniform&pid=653

