
The Henry Cort 

Community College 

Dear Parents 

 

Roadshows 

This term has been very busy 

for our transition team who 

have been visiting our feeder 

schools to meet Year 6 

student's who will be coming 

to Henry Cort next year.  

This year we took a number 
of student musicians who 

played for the primary 

children as well as students 

who spoke of their life at 

secondary school and 

answered questions from the 

younger children.   

We have also held our Open 

Evening earlier this term and 

tours afterwards for parents 
to see the college at work.  I 

am proud to announce the 

Open Evening and tours 

have been the best attended 

so far and I would like to 

thank everyone who took 

part in making them a 

success.  The feedback we  

received was very pleasing 

from prospective parents.  

 

Review of Humanities in 

Year 9 and Key Stage 4 

Following a concern raised 

by some parents at our June 

Coffee Evening, regarding 

the Year 8 options, we 

discussed the matter at full 
governors meeting.  The 

Governors agreed that in 

light of the comments and in 

view of the adjustments to 

subject priorities implicit in 

the English Baccalaureate 

proposals we should 

continue to offer both 

History and Geography to all 

student's in Year 9.  We also 

held a detailed discussion on 
the current RE syllabus 

which leads to a Religious 

Studies GCSE course in 

Years 9 and 10.  Governors 

agreed that this was a 

valuable part of student's 

education.  The course 
covers a range of social and 

moral issues including love, 

marriage and divorce; 

prejudice; and religion and 

the state which includes 

consideration of issues of 

human rights and capital 

punishment. 

 

English GCSE Results 

As I am sure you have seen 

in the news and when I 

r epor t ed  ear l i er  th is 

academic year, the English 

GCSE results this year were 

not as high as expected due 

to changes in the grade 

boundaries.  We have tried to 
support our Year 11 leavers 

as much as possible which 

meant contacting colleges 

and exam boards as well as 

the local press to fight for a 

fair remarking.  Nationally 

schools and colleges were 

offered to allow student's to 

retake their examinations in 

English and we have been in 

contact with those student's 
who were affected and 

offered them revision 

sessions and a  fr ee 

examination resit.  I would 

like to wish the student's 

resitting their examinations 

in November every success.  

Thank you to Mrs Gronow 

and Miss Clarke for 

organising the Saturday 

morning workshops.  Of 37 
student's contacted, 29 are 

currently attending. 

 

Head Boy and Girl and 

Deputy Head Boy and Girl 

Following some rigorous 

interviews we were pleased 
to appoint the following 

students to the post of Head 

Boy and Girl, Joe Cook and 

Bronwyn Edmunds and 

Deputies Becky Granger and 

Liam Foot. 

I look forward to seeing the 

team working together over 

the next year.  

 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

We currently have 2 parent 

vacancies on the governing 

body.  The governors have 

recently advertised these in 

the school bulletin which I 

hope you received but I 

wished to further highlight 

the vacancies.  As a parent 

governor you will be 

supporting the school in 
these interesting times to 

achieve the very best for our 

students.  I greatly value 

parent governors as they help 

me to see how best to steer 

the college from the points of 

view of both parents and the 

student's.  If you would like 

to apply please contact Miss 

Ward, Clerk to Governors at 

the college for an application 

form. 

 

Uniform 

Thank you to all the parents 

who supported us in our 

drive to improve uniform 

particularly footwear.  We 
are grateful for your ongoing 

support in encouraging our 

students to wear the proper 

uniform. 

I wish you an enjoyable half 

term. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mr P Munday 

Principal 
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Parents’ Coffee 

Evening 

With Mr Munday / Mr 

Fielon 

28 November 2012 

30 January 2013 

20 March 2013 

22 May 2013 

26 June 2013 

7.00pm-8.00pm in the 

Staff Room 

This is an opportunity to 

meet with the 

Principal/Vice-Principal 

for an informal chat about 

the things that are 

important to you as 

parents. 

Year 7 National Poetry Day 

Winners 

National Book Week: French 

Style 
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National Poetry Day 

The theme this year was Stars.  Students 
could either write a poem about stars, or 

write a silly poem and write it on a star. 

Throughout the day staff and students were 

invited to share silly poems, and at 
lunchtime many students shared silly 

poems, in the library – with the 

encouragement of sweets as prizes! 

The winners: 

Georgia Sims (Year 7, IFI) 

for her poem Stars! 

Jimmy Maybery (Year 7, VGS) for his 

poem about a small boy.  

Tyler Beech (Year 7, TEH) for his variation 

of the theme of red roses. 

Special prize for Emily Beckett (Year 8, 

TSM) for her moving poem about Stars. 

Special prize to Karissa Simpson (Year 11, 

IEO) for her poem about silliness. 

Congratulations to everyone who entered. 

Mrs Taylor 

On the 12th October, 48 students from Year 

11 were lucky enough to see a performance 

of Blood Brothers at the Phoenix Theatre in 

London.  The performance provided a 

superb introduction to the play which 

students will study as part of their GCSE 

course. 

Blood Brothers, written by Willy Russell, 

revolves around fraternal twins Mickey and 

Eddie who are separated at birth. The twins' 

different backgrounds take them to opposite 

ends of the social spectrum, one becoming a 

councillor and the other unemployed and in 

prison. They both fall in love with the same 

girl, causing a tear in their friendship and 

leading to the tragic deaths of both brothers. 

The story is presided over by the menacing 

„narrator‟ who guides the audience through 

this tragic tale. 

Having seats right in front of the stage 

allowed us to gain an excellent view of the 

action as well as getting up close to the 

actors as the finale actually takes place on 

and off the stage. The dramatic climax of 

the show combined with the high quality of 

singing and performance produced more 

than a few tears from both the students and 

the staff who accompanied them!  

Despite the late finish, both students and 

staff had a superb evening and the students 

were a credit to the school. 

Miss McKay 

The MFL department and Orchard Lea met 

for the third year running to celebrate the 

National Book Week. 

Friday 28th September 2012, another 

average school day for pretty much 

everyone. But not for eight year ten students 

in French or for the students of Orchard Lea 

Primary school who, enthusiastically, 

celebrated literacy through the art of reading 

and writing for an hour. 

About halfway through Period 4, eight Able 

Linguists left to meet their fate, armed only 

with a variety of French story books some of 

which had been written by present year 11 

students, and a small instruction sheet each. 

Upon arrival at Orchard Lea, they were 

taken to their classroom, where they were 

introduced to the class ranging from Year 3 

to Year 6 who they would be reading stories 

to.  

The Able Linguists were given an 

instruction sheet, which they could only use 

as guidance. They were encouraged to be 

more creative, using their vast knowledge of 

French. The class kept the linguist almost 

constantly on their toes, and they had to be 

able to think on their feet as to how to keep 

the class interested. It was really not a 

case of linguists walking into separate 

classes and giving a lesson. It was in a 

sense about developing skills and 

providing the primary school pupils and 

the linguists with a completely unique 

experience. 

The books they read were quite simple, 

with questions like „Qui conduit la 

Limousine?‟ taking up a double page 

spread, and the activities (such as 

jumping upon hearing the sound „i‟) were 

fairly basic, but these concepts were 

perfect for introducing a young group of 

children to a modern foreign language 

and celebrate literacy.   

Judging by the response from the primary 

school children and the success of this 

event, this is a celebration to be repeated 

in years to come. But until then, Au 

Revoir! 

Linguists on the trip: 

Harry Bascombe, Daniel Marsh, Lizzie 

Connochie, Amber Cunnigham, Vicky 

Headen, Sam Wood, Lucy Savage and 

Almay Beukman 

Mlle Hubert 

National Book Week: French Style 

Blood Brothers 

Dance 

This term has started yet again with a 
flourish in the Dance department.  There 

are lots of events planned for the next few 

weeks as well as Rock Challenge. 

Gosport and Fareham Dance Festival 

The Year 10 & 11 GCSE Dance groups are 

rehearsing hard for the forthcoming 
performance at the Gosport and Fareham 

Dance Festival.  The event is hosted yet 
again by Brune Park Community College 

and will be held on Wednesday 14th and 
Thursday 15th November.  A variety of 

pieces are being prepared, including pieces 
created in lessons as part of the course.  The 

students are very excited about taking their 
work down to share with other students 

from the Gosport and Fareham area.  Good 

luck everyone! 

Rock Challenge 

The production for the Global Rock 

Challenge Competition is already well 

underway.  We have another great turn out 
in terms of the number of students taking 

part…..the last count was still over 100!   

This years‟ theme focuses on a traditional 

story, but with a twist!  The students have 
been stretching their movement vocabulary 

by looking at Contemporary and Hip Hop 
dance and a record number of students have 

braved the auditions for main characters.  

They are all now waiting for the nail biting 

results to be announced soon.  A student 
committee has come up with some fantastic 

suggestions about costumes, hair and 
particularly make-up, as well as the theme!  

As always the planning and preparation for 
this remains a closely guarded secret!  You 

can see the finished piece at Southampton 
Guildhall on Tuesday 5th  March 2013.  

Good luck everyone! 

Mrs Warner 

Anti-Bullying Conference 

As part of the College‟s anti-bullying initiatives, Jess Dudley (TWG) and Joe Cook 

(THW) attended a conference in Winchester with representatives from schools across the 

county.  They took part in sessions delivered by organisations such as Hampshire 

Constabulary and enjoyed anti-bullying drama from other schools.  It is hoped that this 

experience will have a positive effect on the peer mentoring service that Jess has 

introduced within college.  Full article can be seen on the college website! 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&storyID=256
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Parent Coffee Evening Update 

Present – 7 sets of parents signed in 

including two year 7 parents.  

No Apologies received 

English GCSE Results - Mr Munday 

explained that re sits have been 

allowed for last year’s year 11 students 

who had been affected by the disparity 

of grade boundaries in the January and 

June examinations. 38 students have 

been invited to attend Saturday school 

at the college and re sit this autumn. 

This will avoid those students having 

to study a new course at their new 

college if they achieve the grade they 

require. A reply from two MP’s has 

been received in response to Mr 

Munday’s letter. A legal challenge that 

the results were unequal and unfair 

continues.  

RE – Mr Munday explained the option 

process for year 8 students – the 

Governors have agreed that History 

and Geography should be studied in 

future rather than being an option. He 

explained that RE covered certain key 

elements that the college felt the 

students should consider. The course 

comprises of topics such as love, 

marriage, divorce, prejudice, religion 

and medicine, human rights, religious 

conflict, looking for meaning and our 

world. Parents felt that the subject 

would be better represented with a 

name change but this may cause 

confusion as the exam is called RE. 

Day 10 – Mr Fielon explained the 

reasoning behind Day 10 -- the 

programme of planned events will 

be published on the web site. 

E Bacc – Mr Munday explained 

that the detail was still at 

consultation level but he expected 

that the qualification would become 

an expectation for university entry . 

A pass in all subjects within the 

baccalaureate would be required 

and a resit required at further 

education colleges if not achieved. 

GCSE’s in some form are expected 

to continue in those subjects not 

included in the new qualification eg 

music art.  Current year 7 students 

will be the first students to take 

this qualification. 

Other Points Raised by Parents 

Web site – Parent reported that 

staff list and subject/curriculum 

details were out of date. – the 

college is currently updating the 

information 

Governor Vacancy – Parent 

governor explained briefly the 

rewarding and interesting work of 

Sports colours are awarded to students as a 

recognition of their commitment to school 

sport.  Students who consistently represent 

the school in 3 or more sports teams or take 

part in extended leadership / coaching  

projects in a school year receive a sports 

representative badge in the final assembly of 

the year.   

There was a record number of these honours 

awarded this year and they were presented 

by Laura Carlisle (ex-student), Simon 

Couteaud (partner of Mlle Bridet) and Mrs. 

Bellamy.  Laura and Simon both carried the 

Olympic Torch this year and brought theirs 

to the assembly whilst Mrs. Bellamy was a 

volunteer at the Olympic Games.  Laura was 

chosen to carry the torch to uphold a family 

tradition as her grandfather carried the torch 

in 1948.  Simon was awarded the honour due 

to his services to teaching and coaching 

basketball in the Portsmouth area. 

It was a tremendous occasion and the 

students were equally delighted to receive 

their award and have their photograph 

taken with the Olympic Torch. 

The PE department really value the 

contribution that these students make to 

sport at Henry Cort but we are equally 

aware of the contributions that many 

others make in representing the college 

on the sports field (over 1/3 of students 

have represented the College in some 

form of physical activity in the last year , 

which is a phenomenal effort). 

Well Done and many thanks to all those 

involved. 

Mr Fearon on behalf of the PE 

Department 

Sport Colours 2011-2012 Netball 

Years 8-11 have been involved in weekly 
fixtures this half term, each team putting 

out a strong, reliable squad every week.  All 
the teams have played some very good 

netball, the Year 8 and Year 11 teams in 
particular recording significant victories 

over local rivals.  

It has been good to see so many students 

involved in netball this half term, including 
a large number attending training sessions 

each week.  The Year 7 students have been 
training hard and their competitions start 

after the half term break. 

Some students have really excelled in their 

approach to the game and their leadership 
of younger squads in training sessions – 

those who have particularly impressive 
include Kayleigh Sibley, (Year 11), Paige 

Sibley (Year 11), Grace Biginton (Year 10), 
Jemma Harding (Year 10), Chloe 

Cherrington (Year 9), Kayleigh March 
(Year 8), Bella Skipp (Year 8), Georgia 

McNee (Year 7), Lasca Le Brocq (Year 7), 

Esther Lumsden (Year 7). 

Well done Girls!                      Mrs Lansley 

governors in their role of supporting 

and challenging staff as a means of 

continuing to move the college 

forward. Application forms for a 

parent governor vacancy were 

available and will continue to be so 

until 15th November. 

Homework – Parents praised the 

way in which the homework 

timetable was working and would 

find it helpful if all homework set 

was on the VLE as this is not 

always the case. 

Communication – Year 7 parent 

p r a i s e d  t h e  e x c e l l e n t 

communication between home/ 

tutor/ subject teacher 

G&T and Trips - Some parents 

said that their student had felt left 

out and not clever enough for the 

trips when they are advertised. 

They felt that there was too much 

emphasis on selection. Mr Austin 

who has a responsibility for college 

trips will be asked to attend the 

next meeting to give parents an 

understanding of the processes.  

Topics for Future Discussion 

G & T and college trips  

Mrs Laney, HCLW 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/page_viewer.asp?page=Home&pid=1


FOHC PTA News 

We‟d like to say a “Hello” to all our new Year 7 
parents and hope they‟ll come on board for all 
our fundraising events.  Don‟t forget to check us 

out on Facebook. 

Recycling 

The FOHC recycling scheme is an 
ongoing project which raises 
money for school funds.  We have 
two more recycling days planned this year which 
are on Friday 30 November and Friday 14 
December both of which are mentoring days in 

the college. (Further dates planned for 19 April 

2013 and 26 April 2013) . 

Every student can participate either by obtaining 
a bag from Mrs Doyle or you can use your own. 
Fill the bags with clothing items, paired shoes, 
belts and accessories, hats & scarves, handbags, 
bed linen etc. that you no longer need.  We can 
also recycle unwanted books but these must be 

bagged separately. 

Please take your bags to the Cort Theatre on 
either of the recycling days by 2.30pm where 
they will be collected by the Happy School Bag 

Company. 

Note that we do not have anywhere to store it, 

so bringing your bag on the exact day is VERY 

IMPORTANT! 

Remember, the more we collect, the more 
money we get, so clear out your cupboards 

before Christmas! 

Year 11 Year Book 

FOHC are pleased to announce that with the 
help and support of staff and pupils we are 

planning Henry Cort‟s first yearbook. 

Comment sheets have already gone out to tutor 
groups and Year 11 students are putting together 

a number of photo montage‟s for inclusion. 

The Year 11 students will be handing out parent 

permission letters at their next assembly. 

A provisional order has been made and the cost 
is looking at £15 each for a hardback, 40 sided 

book. 

Parents please note that if a permission slip is 

not signed and returned by 5 November 2012 

then your child will not be included in the 

publication. 

Bottle Top Collection 

We are recieving £30 per 50 kilo and to date 

have collected 40 Kilo‟s. 

Web Shop 

With Christmas fast approaching don‟t forget to 
use the college web shop when shopping online 
www.spendandraise.com/henrycort or log onto 
the college website and follow the link.  You can 
help to raise valuable funds by shopping online 
through the webshop – and you won‟t spend any 
more than going to the retailer‟s website 

directly.  

 

Next meeting Tuesday 27th November 2012 

at 6pm in Library.  

College Events 

Mon 29 Oct – Fri 2 Nov Half Term - Return Week A 

Mon 5 November Year 11 Dance Unit 4b Controlled Assessment Starts 

Tues 6 November Year 11 Maths Exam – AM 

Thurs 8 November Year 11 Maths Exam – PM 

Sat 10 November Year 10 Bronze D of E Walk 

Mon 12 November Year 11 History Controlled Assessment Begins 

Tues 13 November Shakespeare for Schools Performance 

Thurs 15 November Year 11 Music Performance – 4.00pm  in Cort Theatre 

Fri 16 November 
Year 11 French Speaking Exam 

College Closed – CPD Day 

w/c 19 November Progress Reports issued to Parents 

Tuesday 20 November Ski Trip Meeting – 7.30pm 

Thurs 22 November 
Year 8 Girls - HPV Injections (2) 

Year 11 2012 Leavers  Presentation Evening 

Weds 28 November 
HCLW Drop In Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am 

Parent Coffee Evening – 7.00pm-8.00pm 

Thurs 29 November Concert Band trip to „We will Rock You‟ 

Fri 30 November 
Early College Closure  - 11.25am  

Year 7-11 Mentoring 

Mon 10 December 
Year 10 & 11 English Unit 3b Controlled Assessment 

Starts 

Weds 12 December Marie Curie Carol Service in Fareham – 12.00pm 

Fri 14 December 

Year 10 1st German Speaking GCSE Exam 

Hampshire Autistic Society Carol Service – 12.00pm 

Early College Closure  - 11.25am  

Year 7-11 Mentoring 

Tues 18 December Christmas Concert – 7.00pm  in Cort Theatre 

Weds 19 December 
HCLW Drop In Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am 

Senior Citizens Christmas Party 

Fri 21 December 

Year 11 History Controlled Assessment Ends 

Year 10 & 11 Unit 3b Controlled Assessment Ends 

Early College Closure – 1.05pm 

Mon 24 Dec-Fri 4 Jan Christmas Holidays – Return Week B 

Parent Support Adviser (PSA) 

Supporting Parents 

We have a PSA in college who offers support to any parent with a child 

attending any of the cluster schools with any issues that they are finding 

hard to deal with.  If you think you could benefit from some support in any of 

the areas listed below please contact Stella Pratt on 01329 843127 or 07748 

631862 or email emp@henry-cort.hants.sch.uk.  

If Stella is not able to help she will be able put you in contact with the right 

agency for support. 

Behaviour management, Attendance or Lateness to school, Benefits & 

Housing Advice, Self Esteem, Support to access services in your community,  

Signposting to other agencies, Family and Parenting Advice, Referrals to 

other agencies, Support with attending schools 

http://www.spendandraise.com/henrycort/
mailto:emp@henry-cort.hants.sch.uk

