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PJM/JCW 

 

8 September 2014 

 

Dear Parent 

 

Welcome back to what promises to be an exciting year.  

 

You will recall that in the summer of 2013 Henry Cort achieved some record breaking results with 

63% of students achieving 5+ A* - C including English and Mathematics.  We also celebrated an 

excellent visit from Ofsted in the spring term which judged us as a good school for the third 

successive inspection. 

 

This summer our students have achieved some impressive results in many subject areas: 

 

 French with 91% of the entry at C grade or above and 26% A/A* grades. 

 Geography with 70% of the entry at C grade or above and 30% A/A* grades. 

 Music with 80% of the entry at C grade or above. 

 There were also impressive results in Citizenship, Electronic Products and Drama and 

continuing strong results in History and Core Science. 

 Of the 90 students who took English Literature, 97% achieved a C grade or better with 23% 

achieving an A/A* grade. 

 Over 26% of the year group achieved The English Baccalaureate which includes high grades 

in English, Mathematics, two Sciences, a foreign language and either History or Geography. 

This is above the national average. 

 

Unfortunately, as predicted by several professional bodies before the summer, there was 

significant turbulence in GCSE results this year impacting many schools.  As a consequence The 

Henry Cort College had some unpleasant surprises in English and Mathematics GCSE results 

which have impacted on our 5+ A*-C grades.  Of the whole year group 58% achieved a C grade 

or above in English and 56% in Mathematics.  This was an unusual year for a number of reasons: 

 

 Late in September 2013, part way through the GCSE course the Secretary of State made a 

completely unexpected announcement changing the ruling for results in summer 2014.  The 

Speaking and Listening component was removed from the English Language overall grade, a 

component which our students had already spent significant time preparing for. 

 He also dictated that only the first examination entry would count in the statistics which 

meant that we had to change our plans and withdraw from November entry in Mathematics 

for the whole cohort. 



 This was also the first year that all GCSE examinations were terminal (all examinations taken 

at the end of the course) which impacted on us because for some years our students had 

successfully taken modular courses. 

 

We are very aware that strong examination performance is absolutely vital for all students and we 

will continue to work tirelessly to support and enable all students in achieving their highest 

possible grades.  Consequently we are reviewing our current practice and introducing some new 

strategies: 

 

 The current Year 11 will have two mock exam weeks, one in December and another in 

March, taking trial examination papers in all the major subjects.  These will take place in the 

examination hall, where students will also take their final examination papers, in order for 

them to get used to the examination process.  Results from this will enable us to have a clear 

view of each student’s current level of attainment and the opportunity to personalise support 

from the analysis for each student.  We will also introduce a full examination week with 

exams taken in the examination hall for all Year 10 students. 

 We are identifying a group of students who are at risk of not achieving their grades so that we 

can allocate mentors from the staff for each of these students who will support them 

throughout Year 11. 

 We will continue to monitor student progress in every subject by regular half termly meetings 

with all subject leaders.  I have already initiated these with English, Mathematics and Science 

Heads of Department. 

 We have booked additional support and training from external advisers in English and 

Mathematics to ensure that we are making every effort to prepare the students thoroughly for 

these examinations. 

 We have also appointed additional English and Mathematics teachers and changed the 

balance of our curriculum to allocate extra time for both subjects with effect from the start of 

this term. 

 

The current Year 11 took two GCSEs last summer in English Literature and Religious Studies. 

These results were very encouraging with 65% of the whole year group of students achieving a C 

grade or better in both these subjects.  This gives us an excellent basis on which to build to ensure 

that next summer we are once again celebrating record breaking results. 

 

Should you have any questions regarding our results or want to discuss any specific issues related 

to your child, I am available on Monday 15 September at 6.00pm, or Tuesday 23 September at 

8.30am, or Tuesday 30 September at 1.30pm.  Please call Mrs Small in advance on the number 

above to confirm your attendance. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr P J Munday 

Executive Principal 


