
 Miss Mapplebeck – Maths  

 Mrs Oliver – English 

Schools Direct Trainee 

 Miss McCallum – Science  

 Ms Evans – RE  

 Ms Lockyer – Geography  

 Mr Copelin – DT  

 Miss Eyre – PE  

 Mr Elliott – PE teacher 

working with primary 

schools 

 Miss Kingston – Music  

 Miss Hudson – History 

 Mr Tuckley - Science  

 Mrs Whitcher - PA to 

Principals 

 Mrs Sear – Teaching 

Assistant 

Year 11 

This term we have been 

working with Year 11 students 

as they prepare for their GCSE 

examinations in May and June. 

The format of GCSEs has 

changed quite radically because 

all GCSEs finish with terminal 

examinations, which is a 

significant change from the 

modular examinations (where 

students took lots of shorter 

exams at different stages during 

KS4).  In order to give students 

better preparation we have 

organised two Trial 

Examinations for Year 11 

students.  The first of these 

starts on the 4th December and 

continues for two weeks.  

These examinations will cover 

all of the written examinations. 

We will also organise a second 

set of trial examinations which 

will take place in March.  These 

trial examinations will help us 

Dear Parents 

As this is the first newsletter 

of the academic year it gives 

me an opportunity to highlight 

to you some of the activities 

taking place in the college; 

Centenary of the start of 

WWI 

On Friday 17 October we used 

Day 10 to develop the theme 

of the centenary of World War 

One.  There were a range of 

activities and on page 4 you 

will find a more detailed 

account of the activities that 

took place.  I should 

particularly like to thank Mrs 

Hartnell and Mrs Howat for 

their organisation of the event 

and also all the teachers and 

support staff, who worked so 

hard to make the day relevant 

and interesting for the 

students.  

There have been many 

positive comments about the 

day from both students and 

staff.  We intend to share the 

performance from Drama and 

Music with the whole school 

during our Remembrance 

Assembly on 11 November.  

As part of the Europe wide 

events we also sent two of our 

students, Abbie Warner and 

Esther Lumsden, accompanied 

by Miss McKay to the laying 

of wreaths at The Menin Gate 

in Ypres, Belgium.  They will 

also be sharing their 

experience with the rest of the 

College during our assembly. 

New Staff 

We are pleased to welcome 

the following new staff who 

have started at The Henry 

Cort Community College: 

 Miss Hudson – Maths  

to evaluate how well students 

are progressing and help 

teachers to identify where each 

student’s individual needs are 

so that we can organise further 

support and teaching.  I have 

written to Year 11 parents to 

explain how we intend to 

operate the process.  We will 

also be organising Trial 

Examinations for Year 10 

students which will take place 

in June.  

SAM Learning 

As part of our support for 

students we have again 

registered with SAM Learning 

- a website which students can 

use to support their revision. It 

is also often used by teachers 

as a resource for setting 

homework tasks. Students can 

access SAM Learning via 

www.samlearning.com. 

Students have been issued with 

their own personal log-ins and 

passwords. 

Co-operative Trust Status 

Following the consultation we 

carried out on the proposal to 

move to Cooperative Trust 

Status, the Governors have 

agreed to move to the second 

and final stage of the process 

when we publish our proposals 

in the local press to enable us 

to change status in January 

2015.  Teaching staff from our 

partner schools are currently 

working with us on a transition 

project so that we can share 

our approaches in Year 6 and 

Year 7 in order to help students 

to get the best possible 

transition.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr P Munday 

Executive Principal 

Executive Principal’s Update 
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Term Dates 2014/15 

Autumn Term 

Christmas - 22 Dec-2 Jan 

 

Spring Term 

Start of term - 5 January 

Half Term - 16-20 Feb 

Easter - 3-17 April 

 

Summer Term 

Start of term - 20 April 

Half term - 25-29 May 

Summer - 23 Jul-31 Aug 

Esther Lumsden & Abbie 

Warner on WWI Battlefields 

Trip 

Spotlight 

Thomas Turner, DMB dressed 

in RAF uniform 

http://www.samlearning.com
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SkillForce’s 24 hours to make a difference 

challenge was undertaken by Year 11 back 

in June, the following students have been 

chosen to receive the Princes Award for 

their hard work, dedication and team work 

during Fareham Volunteer week. 

 Tyler Wilson 

 Chloe Pike 

 Chloe Prior 

 Megan-Rose Walcroft 

 Dan Sharpe 

 Jack Cousins 

 Niall Hoar 

 Natasha Carter 

The above named students not only 

worked hard on the day the whole group 

went out but also gave up their weekend to 

come and help out.  Therefore the 

instructors feel that due to their 

commitment to the project they were 

worthy winners. 

The award will be held at an event on 

Wednesday 12th November 2014 at HMS 

Nelson Wardroom. 

As part of the award each of the students 

will be presented with a certificate and 

have won a trophy which a member of 

staff will receive on behalf of the College.  

Full details will be published after the 

event. 

SkillForce 24-hours to make a difference 

On Friday 3 October, four students 

participated in the 11th ASTO Small Ships 

Race which took place in Cowes.  Twenty-

eight vessels have entered the race which 

started on Saturday 4 October.  There was 

a prize giving ceremony which gave all the 

crews an opportunity to socialise and 

make new friends. 

Students Jess Hemingway, Alice Hunt, 

Ben Savage and Connor Bomford from 

The Henry Cort Community College 

joined the Tall Ships Challenger 1 in 

Gunwharf Quays before sailing across the 

Solent.  These students are all members of 

1350 (Fareham and District) Squadron Air 

Training Corps in Titchfield. 

This exciting voyage was organised by 

The Tall Ships Youth Trust and offers 

young people a participative and 

empowering experience and provides a 

physically and mentally challenging 

residential setting in which young people 

can explore their true potential.  In 

particular, the students will benefit from 

increased self esteem and self confidence, 

exceptional teambuilding skills and 

improved citizenship skills. 

The Tall Ships Youth Trust, formerly The 

Sail Training Association, is a registered 

charity founded in 1956 that is dedicated 

to the personal development of young 

people through the crewing of ocean going 

sail training vessels.  It is the UK’s oldest 

and largest sail training charity for young 

people aged 12-25. 

Kelly Hughes, PR and Events Officer at 

Tall Ships Limited, remarked: “The young 

people on board with us don’t require any 

sailing experience prior to their voyage as 

they will be taught everything they need to 

know.  They will be involved with all 

aspects of crewing the yacht including the 

cooking and cleaning!  There is a lot of 

excitement to be had with this voyage, 

once out on the water the competitive 

nature of the race becomes apparent.” 

Mr Phil Munday, Executive Principal, 

said: “We are delighted that Jess, Alice, 

Ben and Connor were able to enjoy a 

challenging weekend on board a tall ship. 

As a College, we strongly support 

initiatives that reinforce our ‘learning for 

life’ ethos which incorporates our four key 

values of achievement, engagement, 

enterprise and respect.  I am sure that all 

the young people involved had a fantastic 

time.” 

Mrs S Tickner 

Press Officer 

Tall Ships Teens head for the Solent 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

This term has been a very successful one 

for PE, with lots of great results in after 

school fixtures and fantastic effort from 

the students in lessons. The highlights 

have been: 

World War I Day 

Year 8 and 9 participated in inter-house 

sport across four different events on Day 

10.  Details can be found on page 4. 

Football 

Lots of wins for our school teams so far 

this year, with Year 7 winning 4 and 

drawing 1 of their 5 games. Year 8 have 

won 4 and lost 2, unfortunately losing in 

the second round of the Hampshire Cup. 

Year 10 have had some brilliant results, 

winning 10-0 and 12-0 in their rounds of 

the Hampshire Cup – well done to all 

who have represented the teams this half 

term. 

Netball 

Year 7 have shown some very strong 

form in their fixtures this year, winning 

all but one game. The highlight for the 

seniors team this year being a 33-1 win, 

well done to all. Participation across the 

years in Netball so far has been brilliant, 

with an average of 20 girls in Year 7 and 

8 turning up every week. Well done 

girls. 

Sport Captains 

This term has seen the beginning of the 

process for electing sports captains for 

each house. We have had lots of 

applications from all years, with the 

successful applicants being announced 

after half term. The sports captains will 

be assisting the PE department with 

running our new inter-house sports 

program which will begin very soon. 

Thank you to all those who have 

applied. 

Mr Roberts 

Teacher of PE 

PE News 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2


on Wednesday 24 September.  Parents 

were offered cake that had been 

prepared by students and staff in return 

for a small donation to Macmillan 

Cancer Trust.  Various other events 

went on during the day; student and staff 

had a bake off style competition.  All in 

all we are pleased to announce that we 

raised over £230 for Macmillan.  Thank 

you to everyone who donated.  There 

has been an increase in attendance to 

coffee morning and new parents are 

always welcomed. 

Parent Coffee Evening 

It was good to see so many parents turn 

up at the last Parent Coffee Evening 

held on 24 September.  Mr Munday 

spoke about the curriculum changes 

over the next five years. 

Parents said that they felt well informed 

about the latest changes to the 

curriculum. 

Open Evening 

Open Evening was held on 18 September 

2014 for prospective parents and pupils of 

Year 5 and 6.  This was well attended by 

158 families representing 17 primary 

schools.  The feedback we have received 

has been positive. 

Parent Tours / Open Morning 

We have held a series of Parent Tours this 

term and they have all been a positive 

experience.  Parents were asked to 

complete a short feedback form, the 

general consensus is that prospective 

parents were impressed with the College 

and seeing the College in action gives a 

flavour on what Henry Cort has to offer 

their children.  The feedback will enable 

us look at ways we can improve our 

services and the College. 

Parent Coffee Morning 

We hosted a Macmillan Coffee Morning 

It is hoped that the next Coffee Evening on 

Wednesday 26 November at 7.00pm will 

be about Student Leadership.  There will 

be an opportunity for parents to raise any 

issues that are important to them. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible on 26 November. 

Mrs R Small (HCLW) 

Update from Home College Link Worker (HCLW) 
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but do not currently try to run large 

events as they have not been found to be 

very successful in our setting.  If you 

feel that you could bring some ideas and 

a bit of time to the group then please 

come along to our Extraordinary 

General Meeting (EGM) on Tuesday 

2nd December at 6.30pm in the school 

library.  We do specifically need a Chair 

and a Secretary but also would like other 

group members. 

We have now booked a recycling 

collection to tie in with the Target 

Setting Consultation (TaSC) meetings 

taking place later this term.  We are 

going to use a different company so will 

be able to accept more items than 

before.  Every student and member of 

staff can participate either by obtaining a 

bag from school or you can use your 

own.  Fill the bags with unwanted 

linens, towels, curtains, clothing items, 

paired shoes, belts and accessories, hats 

& scarves, handbags, cuddly toys etc. 

that you no longer need.  Items can be 

brought in on either Friday 28th 

November or Friday 5th December. 

We can also recycle books, CDs, DVDs 

and games through a different company 

so please bag these separately.  There is 

now a box in the library for anyone 

wishing to drop books, CDs and DVDs in 

at any time for recycling.  Please ask Mrs 

Taylor if you can’t find it. 

You can also donate any old mobile 

phones or inkjet cartridges to raise 

additional funds for the college.  Please 

use the recycling link on the college 

website to check which inkjet cartridges 

can be recycled.  Unwanted mobile 

phones and inkjet cartridges can be placed 

in the box provided in the Student 

Reception.   

Remember, the more we collect, the more 

money we get, so start clearing out your 

cupboards now.  We can turn your 

unwanted things into CASH for our 

college which will be used to benefit our 

children so thank you in advance for your 

contributions! 

Please remember to use the college web 

shop when you shop online!  There are 

over 2,700 retailers to choose from, all of 

whom give a donation to us for any 

purchases.  These include everything from 

grocery shopping to electrical items, 

holidays to insurance.  You can log on 

using the following 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fohen

rycort or go to the college website and 

follow the link.  A simple way to raise a 

The Friends of Henry Cort need you.  

Apologies for starting this with a plea for 

help but sadly both the Chair and 

Secretary have had to resign due to 

changes in circumstances and, without 

more parents (or indeed staff, governors, 

other family members) getting involved, 

the Friends of Henry Cort will cease to 

exist. 

Over the last four years, the FOHC have 

donated nearly £12,000 to the school.  

The money has been used to help fund a 

variety of equipment and activities from 

chef whites for GCSE catering students to 

English and Maths books, cameras to 

Duke of Edinburgh camping equipment, 

Rock Challenge to a minibus.  We 

recently helped fund the school-wide Day 

10 activity to commemorate the 

beginning of World War I.  Everything 

we raise is used to provide a better 

college experience for our students. 

For those of you who have previously 

been involved with primary school PTAs 

where you probably worked extremely 

hard, please don’t let that put you off.  

Fundraising for Henry Cort is much lower 

key, generally focussed around a non-

uniform day and a variety of recycling 

schemes.  We meet once each half term 

Friends of Henry Cort 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

Forthcoming Dates: 

HCLW Coffee Morning  

(9.30-10.45am) 

 26 November 2014 

 17 December 2014 

 28 January 2015 

Parent Coffee Evening with the 

Principals (7.00pm-8.00pm) 

 26 November 2014 

 28 January 2015 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fohenrycort
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fohenrycort
http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2


expressive art as well as writing some 

sombre music.”  

Student, Alice Hunt (13) remarked, 

“We’ve been creating music to 

accompany a war poem.  At the end of 

the day we will be pulling all these 

elements together to deliver a rich re-

enactment.” 

The art of war was high on the agenda. 

Thomas Turner (12) volunteered to try 

on a genuine RAF uniform which he 

modelled for his classmates as part of a 

still-life exercise.  He commented, “I’ve 

really enjoyed wearing this, even though 

it is incredibly itchy!  Today has been 

brilliant.” 

Chemistry lessons revealed how to make 

gas bombs and in Biology, the class labs 

were cleverly transformed into medical 

treatment rooms for the wounded and 

students were charged with making up 

war-time prescriptions. 

Student Jodie Adams (12) said, “Today 

has been great.  I now know about the 

various types of grenades used by the 

British Army in the First World War; 

how they were used and the impact of 

them.” 

Later in the day, students marched their 

way into the sports hall with an Army-

style PE lesson.  Mr Plomer greeted the 

students in full army uniform before 

leading a gruelling assault course 

activity.  Whilst some of the students 

scrambled through nets, some were 

being put through their paces outside in 

a tough cross-country mud run whilst 

others battled their way through a gun-

run. 

The ICT department looked at coding 

and organised a unique scavenger hunt 

around the site using different maps 

before trying to decipher a code to 

reveal a secret message.  The Food 

was shown throughout the day and 

luckily the bad weather stayed away! 

The results were combined after all Year 

8 and 9 had competed and they finished 

as follows: 

Years 8 and 9 participated in inter-house 

sport across four different events on Day 

10.  The events were: Capture the flag, 

team cross country, assault course and 

‘run the gun’. Great enthusiasm and effort 

1st – Daring 600pts 

2nd – Victorious 590pts 

3rd – Invincible 460pts 

4th – Triumph 440pts 

WWI Army Style PE Lesson 
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Technology 

department 

also cooked 

up a war-time 

warmer with 

some delicious 

soup. 

Mr Munday, 

Executive 

Principal said: “This enrichment activity 

has been hugely popular with the students 

and will be a day that they remember for 

the rest of their lives.  Staff have worked 

exceptionally hard behind the scenes.  I 

would like to thank the support we have 

had from students, parents and the wider 

community.  Uniforms, props and 

artefacts were begged and borrowed from 

every possible source including The First 

World War Portsmouth War Museum and 

Andy’s Military Surplus Store who 

generously donated memorabilia to enable 

students to have an extra special day.” 

Last month, two students Abbie Warner 

and Esther Lumsden were accompanied 

by Miss McKay, History teacher as they 

ventured on a special First World War 

Centenary battlefield tours programme.  

As part of the visit, the students were 

provided with an opportunity to conduct 

historical enquiries and develop a deeper 

understanding of the significance of the 

First World War, as well as bring their 

experience back into school to enrich the 

knowledge of others.  

This unique trip was organised by The 

Institute of Education and Equity on 

behalf of the Department for Education 

(DfE) and the Department for 

Communities and Local Government 

(DCLG). 

Mrs S Tickner 

Press Officer 

The outbreak of the First World War was 

remembered at The Henry Cort 

Community College on Friday 14 October.  

We deliver an unique Day 10 timetable 

which enables students to come together 

for whole school activities around key 

themes.  On Friday, staff, students and 

war-time experts united as part of a very 

special World War I centenary celebration. 

The entire school timetable was 

customised to provide insight into what 

life was like in the trenches.  Corridors 

were lavishly decorated with artefacts, 

memoirs and medals from ancestors 

featuring real-life soldiers’ stories.  The 

students were given time to reflect on 

those who had lost their lives and to 

consider the impact of the war, and in 

particular to think about how they should 

be remembered. 

In History, the students welcomed highly 

regarded historian Trevor Booker who 

gave an engaging talk about life in the 

trenches, casualty treatment and the first 

use of gas in warfare.  He came armed 

with a fascinating collection of artefacts.  

Trevor Booker was in the Royal Air Force 

for 37 years and served at various stations, 

RAF Hospitals, Joint Service 

Headquarters, NATO and the Ministry of 

Defence London.  He is a member of The 

International Guild of Battlefield Guides 

and has guided many school trips to the 

WWI Battlefields. 

The Music, Art and Drama departments 

worked together to deliver a sensational 

re-enactment of a gas attack.  Drama 

Teacher, Mr Challen said, “We’ve been 

looking at ‘Gassed’, a very large oil 

painting completed in March 1919 by John 

Singer Sargent and the students have been 

evaluating the meaning of it.  It represents 

the aftermath of a mustard gas attack 

during the First World War.  We have 

been working on some related poetry and 

Henry Cort’s WWI Centenary News 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

Hundreds of Students Celebrate Outbreak of the First World War 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2
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Parent Support Adviser (PSA) - Supporting Parents 

We have a PSA in college who offers support to any parent with 

a child attending any of the cluster schools with any issues that 

they are finding hard to deal with.  If you think you could benefit 

from some support in any of the areas listed below please 

contact Stella Pratt on 01329 843127 or 07748 631862 or email 

emp@henrycort.org. 

If Stella is not able to help she will be able put you in contact 

with the right agency for support. 

 Behaviour Management,  

 Attendance or Lateness to school,  

 Benefits & Housing Advice,  

 Self Esteem,  

 Support to access services in your community,  

 Signposting to other agencies,  

 Family and Parenting Advice,  

 Referrals to other agencies, Support with attending schools. 

Events Calendar – Autumn 2014 

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October Half Term – Return Week A 

Monday 3 November Year 11 French/German Controlled Assessments Begin 

Friday 7 November Year 11 Careers Event 

Saturday 8 November Year 10 D of E Day Walk 

Tuesday 11 November Year 11 GCSE Music Performances 

Wednesday 12 November 
Year 11 GCSE Music Performances, Year 9 ‘Learn with Us’ visit to Southampton 

University, Year 11 French/German Controlled Assessments Ends 

Thursday 13 November Early College Closure - 1.05pm 

Friday 14 November CPD Day – College Closed, Year 11 French Speaking Exams 

Monday 17 November Year 10 French/German Controlled Assessments Begins 

Thursday 20 November Ex-Year 11 Presentation Evening 

Wednesday 26 November 
HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am, Parent Coffee Evening – 7.00pm-

8.00pm 

Friday 28 November 

Individual Photographs for Year 7, 9 & 11, Early College Closure 11.05am – 

Target Setting Consultation Meetings, Year 10 French/German Controlled 

Assessments Ends 

Tuesday 2 December FOHC PTA Meeting – 6.30pm 

Thursday 4 December Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party 

Friday 5 December Early College Closure 11.05am – Target Setting Consultation Meetings 

Monday 8 – Friday 19 December Year 11 Trial Exams 

Friday 12 December College Production Dress Rehearsals 

Wednesday 17 December HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am, College Production – 7.00pm 

Thursday 18 December College Production – 7.00pm 

Friday 19 December Early College Closure - 1.05pm, College Production – 7.00pm 

Mon 22 December – Fri 2 Jan 2015 Christmas Holidays – Return Week B 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2

