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Principal’s Update 

Welcome to my first newsletter of the year.  The College has 

enjoyed a very positive start to the year, proudly celebrating Year 

11’s examination successes and welcoming new students and their 

families.  We are pleased that across the board, the College results 

showed a strong improvement with outstanding results in several 

subjects.   

The number of students achieving higher grades, A* - C, in 

Mathematics increased by 16% to 75% which is a record result for the 

College.  English also saw a strong improvement of 8% from last year to 

66% of higher grades.  Record results were also achieved in Art, where 

an amazing 96% of students achieved the higher grades, and History, 

with 79% achieving higher grades of which 30% were A* and A. 

It was good to see Year 7 quickly settle into their daily routines with the 

support of Year 10 buddies and confidently navigate their way around 

the College.  We have seen an increase of prospective parents and 

students visiting the College at recent events which has resulted in 

positive feedback. 

This is going to be an incredibly exciting year, the building works to 

upgrade the 3 storey block have started with phase one, internal 

electrical works.  This project has been funded by Hampshire County 

Council.  The programme has moved very fast and is expected to last 

for 33 weeks.  

Uniform will continuing to be a clear focus.  Students are ambassadors 

of the College and are expected to dress in a way that reflects the 

standards we seek to achieve.  It is expected that students will wear the 

correct uniform and parents are asked to support the College in 

maintaining high standards of personal appearance.   

Mrs C Cubbage, Principal 
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Raising Standards 

This year marks a significant change in terms of the 

curriculum and assessment structure as set out by the 

government.  This year we will be looking at developing and 

implementing a new assessment system for key stage 3 

students.  As part of this system, we will be looking at the 

way we report to parents and other stakeholders, with 

opportunities to discuss ways of making the reporting 

system work. 

The key priority for Year 10 is to ensure everyone is familiar 

and secure using the new numerical grading system in 

Maths and English, and the impact this will have on 

students, parents and future employers.   

You may notice quite significant changes for Year 11.  In 

September we became a PiXL (Partners in Excellence) 

College.  Being a PiXL College gives us the opportunity to 

work and collaborate with the 1400 schools who are  also 

members of PiXL.  Part of the immediate changes you will 

see are: 

 More targeted support for students in what they need 

to do to improve in each subject. 

 Mocks will change and be called Pre Public Exams (PPEs) 

meaning a much more realistic experience.   

 All Year 11 students will form part of a mentoring group, 

meaning every student will have someone looking out 

for their progress. 

 Some students will receive Personal Learning Checklists, 

showing them exactly what they need to do, how to do 

it and by when. 

The outcomes for all of these changes will mean a much 

smarter way of targeting individual students to achieve the 

best they can without more work at a crucial and incredibly 

stressful time.   

After half term, Year 11 will be very busy.  They will be 

completing English, Geography and Music controlled 

assessments, experiencing a full range of PPEs and opening 

that envelope as a result, as well as preparing for their PE 

examination element, all adding to the stress of being a 

teenager. 

Last year’s Year 11 were in the top 15 schools in the country 

for their use of SAMLearning (our revision website) outside 

of lessons.  This  will have played a significant part of why 

they achieved the fantastic results last year.  Any extra time 

spent adds up. 

Year 11, with their current work ethic and the levels of 

continued support from home, the results in August will be 

fantastic.  

Mr M Hartnell, Raising Standards Leader 

Sporting News 

Football 

Year 7 and Year 11 teams have made it into the second 

round of the Hampshire Cup.  Unfortunately, the Year 7s 

suffered a 2-1 defeat in Round 2 against Bitterne Park in a 

very tough game. The Year 11s travel away to Connaught 

School this week and we wish them good luck. 

The Year 8’s have been very impressive this year winning 

all 6 of their games so far and are through to Round 3 of 

the Hampshire Cup after beating last year’s semi-finalists 

Wildern School.   

Year 10 have been playing well and picked up a win 

recently against Fareham Academy. 

Well done to the boys who have represented the College 

so far. 

Netball 

The Year 7 Netball team have made an excellent start to 

the season, winning 5 of their 6 matches so far.  They have 

shown real improvement and dedication to the team and 

this really showed when they managed to beat Cams Hill – 

our biggest competition!  

Year 8 netball team has also showed good improvement 

since the season started, securing two victories against 

Brune Park and Fareham Academy.   

Year 9 have also managed to win 4 out of their 6 games 

alongside the Seniors.  Good luck for the rest of the season. 

Sport Leaders 

Our sport leaders have done really well so far, representing 

Henry Cort at a primary tag rugby competition, a primary 

school sports day and a primary hockey competition. Each 

event has seen a collection of leaders from Years 8 and 9 

stepping up to organise games, referring matches, keeping 

scores and being marshals for teams. They have proved 

themselves to be a credit to Henry Cort and we are excited 

to see what else they get up to over the next year! 

Girls raise money for charity 

Twelve Year 7 and 8 girls went to the Priory School in 

Portsmouth to take part in a girls football festival, where 

over 100 girls from the area were coached by Portsmouth 

in the Community coaches, in order to raise money for 

cancer. It was a brilliant afternoon, and the girls were 

wonderful and represented Henry Cort brilliantly.  

 

Continued on Page 3…. 
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Year 8 Horrible Histories trip 

On Friday 25 September, 28 Year 8 students travelled to 

the Mayflower Theatre in Southampton to watch Horrible 

Histories – Incredible Invaders live.  We left school at 

9:00am and because it was a CPD day we didn’t have to 

wear uniform! 

Once we got to Southampton, we went straight to the 

theatre and found our seats which were right at the 

front. It was packed with 1400 children, some older and 

some younger.  During the performance, we learnt about 

the invasions of the Celts, Saxons, Vikings and the 

Romans. During the second half we had to put on our 3D 

glasses as they used 3D special effects which were really 

good. We took part in the Battle of Hastings and had 

arrows flying out of the screen at us. There was a lot of 

screaming as it seemed so real. 

Overall the trip was really good and we were surprised 

how much we had learnt at the end of the day. 

Written by Harriet Shrimpton - DKP and  

Ellie Cherrington - DFL 

 

English 

Firstly congratulations to Year 11 on their Literature 

results in August.  69% of the whole year group gained a 

C grade or above.  Particularly impressive were the 21% 

who gained an A or A* grade. This was a fantastic 

achievement and represents our best results at these 

grades in 4 years. 

We are delighted that 5 of our Year 11 students have 

decided to take the option of working towards an AS level 

in creative writing.  It is really pleasing when our students 

rise to the challenge. 

Beside Year 11 we have seen all our year groups make 

really positive starts to this year with superb work being 

produced already.  Special mentions to Ben Allen-Jones-

TAS for a fabulous poem as homework and Megan Haine 

- ICM, Harry Batt - VHW and Elizabeth Jeffery - VWS for 

superb pieces of creative writing. 

Written by Miss Clark, Curriculum Leader 

 

 
We Can Do It Awards 2015 

The News We Can Do It campaign 

makes sure the good news in our 

area is recognised, reported and 

rewarded. 

Newspapers often get accused of 

featuring ‘bad’ news, but they know 

that every day there are people 

raising money, making a difference to 

their community and helping others.  

We are proud to announce that two Year 7 students, 

Adam Williams, DSL and Oliver Ingram, IJJ have been 

nominated and shortlisted in the category Spirit of 

Youth.  They have been invited to attend the awards 

ceremony on Sunday 25 October 2015 at The Kings 

Theatre in Southsea. 

The results will be published in The News on Monday 

26 October 2015. 

 

School Games Silver Award 

The Henry Cort Community 

College along with 20,000 schools 

across the country registered for 

School Games and as a result we 

are celebrating achieving the Silver 

Games Mark Award. 

The Sainsbury's School Games 

Mark is a Government led awards scheme launched in 

2012 to reward schools for their commitment to the 

development of competition across their school and 

into the community.  OfSTED use the Mark award as 

part of their inspection framework.  Schools in 

England are able to assess themselves across bronze, 

silver and gold levels of the Mark. 

Mrs  Bellamy, School Games Organiser, has managed 

to engage students in extra lunchtime and after 

college clubs.  She also organises local school sport 

competitions. 

Written by Mrs Davis, Press Officer 

…continued from page 2 

Clubs 

We have started a cricket club which is going really well. 

Athletics club has started and we would like to invite 

more students to come along.  We have received 

notification that a Table Tennis Satellite Club funding has 

been approved and will start shortly as an additional 

afterschool club on a Friday. We have lunchtime tennis 

on a Thursday with a Tennis Coach from a local Tennis 

Club supported by Premier League 4 Sport funding.  

Written by Mr Roberts, Teacher of PE 
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Thiepval Wood to see trenches that had been 

reconstructed using as much of the original materials as 

possible, Sunken Lane where it is possible to stand in No-

Man’s Land and really appreciate the close proximity of 

the two Front Lines, Thiepval Memorial which, like The 

Menin Gate, is a vast memorial to the soldiers who lost 

their lives but whose bodies have never been identified.  

Our final day began with a 

pottery session.  Not dissimilar to 

our poppies at The Tower of 

London, the Belgium government 

have commissioned an art 

display of 600,000 sculptures to 

represent every life lost in 

Belgium.  We are very proud to 

say that we have contributed to 

this display which opens in 2018.   

Before heading to the tunnel for 

our return journey, we visited 

Langmark Cemetery.  This is a German Cemetery and a 

sharp contrast to the ally cemetery we had visited 

previously and Tyne Cot Cemetery that we paid our final 

respects at.   Here we found the memorial to G W 

Bedford, a soldier from Titchfield who lost his life in the 

war. 

We returned feeling exhausted but extremely privileged 

to have been part of this experience.  Erin and April will 

hopefully have the opportunity to share their experience 

with the rest of the college during our Remembrance 

Assembly. 

Written by Mrs Connochie 

Battlefields Trip 

We have been fortunate again this year and was offered an  

opportunity to take two students across to Belgium and 

France to visit some of the World War II Battlefields and 

memorials.  This year, two Year 8 girls, Erin Lindsell - VNS 

and April-Mae Smith - VHM were chosen to represent us. 

Following an evening of preparatory activities in Kent, we 

headed across on the Eurotunnel to our first stop: Flanders 

Field Museum.  Here, we started our investigation into 

whether the Battle of the Somme in 1916 was really a 

complete disaster for the British Army followed by our first 

experience of a Commonwealth cemetery, Lijssenthoek 

Cemetery, where the sheer number of perfectly 

maintained headstones brought home the huge numbers 

of fatalities involved. 

Before we checked into our hotel, we paid a visit to the 

Death Cells at Poperinge. This is where the British Army 

executed our soldiers for crimes such as murder and 

desertion.  It was a relief to discover that relatively few 

soldiers, accused of desertion, 

were actually executed.  

Our first evening in Belgium was 

spent at the Menin Gate.  Every 

night, whether there are people 

attending or not, the Last Post is 

sounded and a short reading is 

dedicated to the fallen.  It is a 

very moving ceremony which 

culminated in wreath laying by 

individual parties. 

Day two included a visit to the 

Ulster Memorial Tower and 

Year 7 Transition 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge ‘well 

done’ to our new Year 7 students who have settled in really 

well during their first half term and have made a very 

positive impact on their teachers so far. Despite the 

building work and changes to classrooms, one way systems 

and the general lay out of the campus, they have adapted 

and coped brilliantly. Many of them have already been 

involved in after-college activities in PE, art, drama, music, 

technology and science which is great to see.  They also 

took the opportunity to help out on Open Evening just 

three weeks into the term. I would like to say a special 

thanks to Ulamila Tamatawale, Zara Williams and Isaac 

Jones for speaking about their experiences so far in front of 

the parents that evening – a daunting task that they 

fulfilled superbly.  

Year 7 have also engaged well with the tutor and House 

system, helping out with tutor quizzes and entering 

competitions regularly. Our top four Year 7s in terms of 

House Points gained so far are; 

Invincible – Jake Stoyles - 72 

Daring - Lillie Wallace - 59 

Victorious – Bryony Gray - 55 

Triumph – Amber Hawkins - 54 

Well done to all students in Year 7, you have set yourself 

high standards now so keep up the good work. 

Dr Lansley, Transition Coordinator 
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Follow Us…. 

Friends of Henry Cort 

Our aim is to raise money together with the 

parents and students for various projects within 

The Henry Cort Community College.   We have 

various on-going projects such as:  

 the recycling of mobile phones and ink 

cartridges; 

 easy fundraising - earn money whilst 

shopping online; 

 4 happy sack collections a year for all 

unwanted clothing, shoes etc; 

 production of a yearbook for all Year 11s. 

We meet every six weeks or so at 6:30pm in the 

college library.  Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday 10 November.  New members are always 

welcome and thank you to the new volunteers 

that have joined recently.  The FOHC is made up 

of a team of parents and staff.  The committee 

members are listed below: 

Chair - Elizabeth Romaine 

Treasurer - Nicole Seager 

Secretary - Corin Attril 

Yearbook Co-ordinator - Tamla Williams 

Forthcoming Events 

Friday 27 November and 4 December - Recycling 

Days.  Look out for more information on the 

College Notices. 

FOHC 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 9 November 

GCSE Music Performance Evening 4:30pm (11B) 

Tuesday 10 November - FOHC PTA Meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 11 November - Remembrance Assembly 

Thursday 12 November  

Year 8 Hampshire Book Awards, Year 11 DT Trip to London,  

GCSE Music Performance Evening 4:30pm (11A), Year 10 Parent 

Numeracy Workshops 6:00pm 

Friday 13 November - College Closed, CPD Day  

Year 11 French Speaking Exam 

Saturday 14 November - Year 10 D of E Day Walk  

Monday 16 November—Shakespeare for Schools Festival 

Monday 23 November - TaSC Appointments 2:45pm-3:45pm 

Friday 20 November - Year 11 Drama Unit 1 Practical Exam 

Saturday 21 November - Christmas Craft Fair - 11:00am-3:00pm 

Wednesday 25 November - Principals Coffee Evening - 7:00pm 

Thursday 26 November - Year 11 Leavers Presentation Evening 

Friday 27 November 

Early College Closure for TaSC Appointments 11:05am, FOHC 

Recycling Day, Year 7, 9 and 11 Individual Photographs  

Mon 30 November-Fri 4 December - Year 11 Trial Exams 

Monday 30 November - TaSC Appointments 2:45pm-3:45pm 

Wednesday 2 December - Parent Coffee Morning - 9:30am-

10:45am, Carols in aid of Marie Curie at Fareham Shopping 

Centre - 12:00pm 

Friday 4 December 

Early College Closure for TaSC Appointments 11:05am, FOHC 

Recycling Day,  

Thursday 10 December - Year 10 Parent Numeracy Workshops 

Tuesday 15 December - Christmas Concert - 7:00pm 

Mon 21 December-Fri 1 January - Christmas Holidays 

Free Admission / Open to the Public 

Handmade crafts, local vendors and children’s 

activities. 

Please come along and support our College. 

Christmas Craft Fair 

Saturday 21 November 2015 

11:00am—3:00pm 

instagram.com/Henrycort_art
http://www.pinterest.com/henrycort
http://www.twitter.com/henrycortnews
http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/

