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7 September 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I hope that you all enjoyed the summer break and were able to take advantage of the lovely weather. 

 

Firstly, I would like to offer a warm welcome to the new Year 7 students joining us and an equally warm 

welcome to our returning students in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11. 

 

Students will have noticed that we have the full use of the Communications building (previously known as 

Thackeray) and we are working extremely hard to improve all the facilities across the college site. 

 

As many of you will be aware, we are introducing ‘Drop Down Wednesday’ where the format of the day will 

be slightly different to incorporate delivery of Personal Development Learning (PDL) and SMSC.   Further 

details of this can be found in your child’s log book.  We have also reverted to split breaks (KS3 and KS4) to 

not only alleviate pressure on the canteen but to also allow more time for numeracy, literacy, student leadership 

(PiXL Edge), intervention activities and focused subject support. 

 

I am delighted to report that the students who left us in June of this year celebrated excellent GCSE results.  

Across the board, the college results showed a strong improvement with outstanding results in several subjects.   

 

The number of students achieving higher grades, A* - C, in Mathematics has increased again to 79% which is a 

record result for the college.  This is despite the fact that the national figures took a 2.3% dip.  We are delighted 

that over 30% achieved A*- A.  English also saw a strong improvement from last year to 74% of higher grades, 

this is an increase of 14%, again the number of students nationally receiving A*- C fell by 5.2% to just 60.2%.  

In Science there were pleasing results for all students who sat the separate sciences, in Physics 100% achieved 

A*- C, of which 48% of the grades were either an A* or A, likewise in Chemistry and Biology, 38% and 55% 

respectively achieved an A* or A.   

 

Overall 67% of students gained the ‘Gold Standard’ of five higher grades, including English and Mathematics 

which is a 14% increase on official figures from last year.  Every student achieved at least 5 GCSEs, with over 

25% achieving at least one A*-A grade. 

 

I am delighted to inform you that Dr Lansley has joined the Senior Leadership Team as an Assistant Principal, 

with Mrs Warner taking over the role of Daring House Progress Leader. 

 

I am extremely proud of the college and the achievements of our students and look forward to continuing to 

work collaboratively with you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mrs C Cubbage 

Principal 

 

 


