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LMC/AUD 

 

6 October 2015 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………. Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Re: Yr11 English GCSE Course Change 

 

As part of our commitment to raising standards of attainment in English at Henry Cort, I am writing 

to you with regards to a course change to your child’s English GCSE.  

 

While we were pleased with our results in GCSE English last year, we of course have evaluated 

results on other courses against the strengths and weakness of our current cohort.  We feel that a 

move to the Cambridge IGCSE in English will provide some of our students with the greatest 

opportunity to achieve the highest grades possible as it more precisely matches their needs than the 

AQA course. 

 

The Cambridge course is made up of the following elements: 

 A two hour examination, focused primarily on reading skills. This accounts for 40% of the 

GCSE. 

 Three pieces of written coursework (rather than controlled assessment). These make up 40% of 

the GCSE. 

 A speaking and listening assessment which consists of an individual talk and a discussion 

around that talk. This makes up 20% of the final grade. 

 

As the course contains coursework, students are able to receive an increased amount of teacher 

support when compared to controlled assessments.  To that end, we will be offering students the 

opportunity to attend a coursework club on Thursdays, starting next week. Students can also work on 

their coursework at home and will be encouraged to spend time each week where they do so. 

 

We have not taken this decision lightly and would not change the course unless we strongly believed 

that it would provide higher outcomes for our students, and was in their best interests. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Miss L Clark 

Head of English. 


