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Our ref: CDC/JEU  

 

7 January 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Re: Science Teachers/Classes 

 

Last term I informed you that we were having issues recruiting specialist science staff and that I was 

not happy with the staffing situation in Science. I have run adverts for science teachers almost 

constantly since September in order to secure high calibre teachers. The national shortage of specialist 

science teachers has not made this easy. However, I am pleased to announce that we have managed to 

recruit two new science teachers and that the staffing situation has improved.  As a result there have 

been timetable and set changes for many students.  Whilst this is not ideal, all students are now being 

taught by Henry Cort staff rather than temporary supply teachers. 

 

The situation in Science although improved is still not as I would like it to be and I am still advertising 

for a part time science teacher. I would ask you to bear with me, I am committed to providing the 

highest quality education for all students and I will continue to try and resolve the staffing issues that I 

inherited when I took over as Principal.  

 

I am as frustrated by the lack of high quality science teachers available and have tried to safeguard 

students in the upper years.  To ensure that all year 11 students have specialist science teachers we 

have disbanded one class and reallocated students.  For some Year 10 groups we have allocated one 

period a fortnight of General Study for a Science Project.  Feedback from last year’s Year 11 stated 

that they found the opportunity to independently research specific topics ahead of class teaching 

immensely valuable.   

 

We will also be making greater use of the data from the Pre Public Examinations (PPEs) that were 

taken before Christmas so that all students in Year 11 have an individual breakdown of the areas that 

they need to focus on ahead of the March PPEs. This will not only be used to inform teaching but 

students should use this in conjunction with SAM Learning to revisit topics that they have found 

challenging. 

 

Whilst I cannot guarantee that there will not be further timetable or staffing changes, I am hopeful that 

the measures put in place will improve the quality of science teaching, resulting in better lessons for 

all students.  

 

I thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Mrs C D Cubbage 

Principal 


