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8 February 2016 

 

Name of Student …………………………………………. Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Re: GCSE English Course 

 

I am writing with regards to your child’s GCSE English course.  The Cambridge English IGCSE is 

made up three components.  

 Firstly, students are to complete a portfolio of written coursework, made up of three separate 

pieces of writing. (40%) 

 Secondly, a speaking and listening exam where students have to present speech and answer 

questions on a topic of their choice. (20%) 

 Finally a reading exam. (40%) 

 

The dates for the exam elements are as follows:  

The speaking and listening exam (worth 20% of your child’s GCSE) will run from the 1 – 7 March 

2016.  Your child will be given their date and a time via their English teacher.  During this exam, 

students will be recorded delivering a 3 - 4 minute speech, discussing their topic and answering 

questions on it for a further 5 - 6 minutes.  Students should have prepared their speech and spent 

adequate time rehearsing it as only a single side of prompts are allowed into the exam with them. 

 

The speaking and listening exam is a formal exam, which cannot be resat and must be taken within a 

designated time frame.  It is therefore vital that your child prepares for this fully, following the 

direction given in class and ensures they are prompt to their exam time.  

 

The reading exam (worth 40% of your child’s GCSE) is 3 May 2016.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Miss L Clark 

Head of English. 


