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Our ref: PJM/JCW 

 

23 October 2014 

 

Dear Parent 

 

I am writing to you to explain how we are planning to support our Year 11 students in their final year with us.  This is quite 

a difficult year for them, particularly because a large majority of their written examinations take place at the end of the year 

in May and June.  These examinations are set on the work they have covered throughout KS4 and in some cases also what 

was learnt at KS3.  We have organised a number of strategies to support the students and enable them to achieve as well as 

they can in their final examinations: 

 

 Trial Examinations in December:  In order to help our students to prepare for these examinations we have 

introduced two full sets of Trial Examinations using recent past GCSE papers.  The first of these will take place at the 

end of this term between 5
th

 and 16
th

 December.  I attach a draft timetable for these written examinations, which has 

also been shared with the students.   

 

Subject teachers will be preparing their students for these trail examinations and we are emphasising the importance 

of students studying and preparing themselves through effective revision.  We have advised the students that they 

should be using time this half term holiday to do some of this revision.  Our advice to students is to do short but 

regular periods of revision covering each subject.  The Trial Examinations will take place in our Sports Hall, which is 

the venue for their actual GCSEs, in order to give them experience of the real thing.  Their papers will be marked and 

students will be given Trial Examination GCSE grades in each subject based on their performance and including any 

Controlled Assessment marks they have been given.  Teachers will also analyse the papers and individual answers to 

find which areas of the syllabus students are finding difficult.  This information will help us to tailor the revision 

programmes in school for each student. 

 

 Second Trial Examinations in March:  We will be organising a further set of trial examinations in March towards 

the end of the spring term when all of the GCSE syllabus will have been completed.  This will again give us valuable 

information about the aspects students find most difficult so that we can tailor our revision programme in the final 

weeks to match their particular needs.  

 

 Revision Aides:  We will be supporting students in school with revision preparation.  Each subject teacher will be 

providing students with key links and advising them of the best way to revise their subject.  In some cases, such as 

Science, the teachers will be providing students with a revision workbook to help them structure their revision.  

 

There are also on line resources that are available to help them.  We subscribe to SAM Learning, which is an online 

learning resource covering most of the subjects they are studying.  This resource includes past papers and revision 

programmes for all the key concepts of the subject.  This can be used to help students to revise and remember key 

parts of their study including particularly areas of study that were undertaken in Year 10.  This resource can be 

accessed online from home via www.samlearning.com.  The Centre ID is PO1HC and students have been issues with 

their own personal log-ins and passwords. 

 

 Revision:  We are explaining to students that we would expect them to be completing a reasonable amount of 

revision work at home.  Generally speaking this should be in the region of 1 to 1½ hours every evening during term 

time and over half term an average of 2-4 hours a day.  This time needs to be spent without distractions.  We 

appreciate this can be difficult to organise at home but it is really important that students get in the habit of effective 

revision.  Some of this time is to be used to carry out pre-arranged and set homework from teachers but if there is 

other time available we would encourage students to access SAM Learning and pick up on any issues that they feel 

they need any extra support.  Throughout the year we are encouraging students to work steadily, keep a sensible 

work/leisure balance, and ensure they stay up-to-date with coursework or Controlled Assessment.   

 

 Mentoring:  As this is quite a challenging time for students and we have identified a number of students who will get 

a specific mentor from our staff to meet regularly with them at school and support them through this year.  All 

students will be supported by their tutors.  

 

http://www.samlearning.com/


 Additional after College Lessons:  We request some students to stay after school to catch up on particular aspects of 

their study that they have fallen behind in.  This quite often includes providing time for them to catch up on 

Controlled Assessments.  Attendance at these sessions is very important and we will be following up with students.  

We have given priority to some subjects on particular days: 

 

 Mondays English (but other subjects may also ask students to stay behind if they are not needed in English). 

 Tuesdays Math (but other subjects may also ask students to stay behind if they are not needed in Maths). 

 Wednesdays Science (but other subjects may also ask students to stay behind if they are not needed in 

Science). 

 Thursdays will be available for other subjects 

 

The numbers we are asking to stay behind will not be huge at this stage of the year because we are most keen to make 

sure students have caught up and have completed their Controlled Assessments to the highest possible standard.  If 

your son or daughter is one of the students that are being mentored then we will contact you separately by letter to 

explain who the mentor is and the arrangements that will take place to support them.   

 

 Controlled Assessments and PE Theory examination:  This term students are completing Controlled Assessments 

in a number of key subjects including English Language and Science.  These are vital components of the 

examinations and contribute significantly to the final grades.  In addition students will be taking a PE Theory paper 

towards the end of January for their BTEC Sport qualification.  We will give students further information about this 

and what revision they need to undertake closer to the examination. 

 

Whilst this is a demanding year it is also an exciting time for students who are looking closely at the colleges and other 

options that they may well wish to take up next September.  As we move towards the end of the academic year we will be 

organising a college prom at the end of the examination period and also, we will organise a final assembly for students.  

We are grateful for the support you provide to us and the students to help them through this interesting but challenging 

year. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Mr P J Munday 

Executive Principal 

 

 

Enc - Trial exam timetable  



 

 

Trial Examination Timetable 2014 
    

          

          DATE TIME Venue Number TIME Venue Number TIME Venue Number 

                    

Week A                   

4/12/14                   

5/12/14 PE Sport Hall   College Mentoring 
                    

Week B 08:30 - 10:25     11:05 - 13:05     13:35 - 14:35     

                    

08/12/14 MATHS Sport Hall   SCIENCE Sport Hall   SCIENCE Sport Hall   

09/12/14 GEOGRAPHY Gym   ENGLISH Sport Hall         

10/12/14 BS/ICT/COMPUTING Sport Hall   MUSIC/CITIZENSH. Cort Theatre         

11/12/14 GEOGRAPHY Gym   TECHNOLOGY Gym         

12/12/14 (Fri A) MATHS Sport Hall   SCIENCE Sport Hall         

                    

Week A                   

15/12/14 ART/TEXTILES 

16/12/14 ART/TEXTILES 

17/12/14 DRAMA - Controlled Assessment           

                    

 


