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AO1 Advanced Test 

 

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts  

 

Students should be able to:  

 Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response.  

 Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations. 

 

In the therapy section for this level you considered alternative interpretations to some 

common readings of your set text. Now that you have had a chance to think about these 

alternative ideas, you are going to see how you can apply this approach to your writing. 

 

Look at a response you have already written about this text. Highlight the points you could 

develop with an alternative interpretation.  

 

Rewrite your answer, developing the points you have highlighted. 
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AO1 Advanced Therapy 

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts  

 

Students should be able to:  

 

 Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response.  

 Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations. 

 

 

At this level you really want to show off your skills to the examiner. Being able to offer a 

sophisticated and personal response could really make a difference to the level you achieve 

and offering something outside what the examiner expects could help you access those top 

marks. 

 

The e a i er does ’t wa t to read a regurgitated set of teacher otes, especiall  at this 
level. In this therapy you are going to consider alternative viewpoints to the meanings and 

interpretations you may have discussed in your lessons. Some of these alternative views 

may even be controversial. 

 

Remember that any viewpoint or interpretation does need to be grounded in the text and 

you need to be able to convince the examiner that what you are saying is relevant and 

credible. 

 

 

Text: 

 

Think of 5 common interpretations of your chosen text. These interpretations could be 

linked to a character or theme in the text and working with a partner or small group could 

really help generate some ideas. This is a really useful way of developing your points in 

more detail when you are writing your response in the examination. 

 

For each interpretation, consider an opposite or alternative viewpoint. An example is 

included below: 
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Text: Lord of the Flies 

 

Common interpretation: 

Piggy is a victim throughout the novel. From the beginning his physical inferiority identifies 

him as an outsider and the reader can see that he will become even more of an outcast. His 

ideas, despite being sensible, are ignored by the other boys and he struggles to keep up with 

the physical demands of living on an isolated island away from civilisation. 

 

As the novel progresses, Piggy is increasingly isolated and bullied. The smashing and loss of 

his glasses symbolises his decline and when he is killed, the reader is in no doubt that Piggy is 

a victim. In an environment where the fittest and strongest survive, Piggy is too weak. 

 

Alternative view 

Whilst the reader is in no doubt that Piggy is a victim, it is also possible to see him as a 

symbol of hope and civilisation in the novel. The reader, with an external critical eye, can see 

that Piggy makes the most sensible suggestions which are ignored. His glasses are symbolic 

of his decline but they are also symbolic of his ability to view the world in a rational and 

pragmatic manner. It is as if the glasses are a lens to the civilised world and Piggy is one of 

the characters who represents the hope that the boys will be rescued and return to 

civilisation. Rather than seeing Piggy’s death as the i evita le death of a vi ti , it is also 
possible to consider his death as tragic heroism; his flaw was physical inferiority but his 

death also triggers the events that lead to a return to order. 
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