
The Henry Cort 

Community College 

Dear Parents 

You will notice that this 

edition of Spotlight is a 

little shorter than usual, this 
is due to the very short half 

term we are entering into 

after the February break.  

The next edition of 
Spotlight will be published 

at Easter and will contain 

all the features we love 
such as House news and 

House Points updates. 

Changes to progress 

reports 

Progress reports were 

changed last term in an 

effort to make targets 
clearer.  We have had 

useful feedback both from 

individual parents and at 
the Pa rents  Coff ee 

Evenings.  As a result of 

these discussions we have 
tried to simplify the 

progress report and will be 

sending you fur ther 

information on the new and 
hopefully clearer reports 

next half term. 

Year 11 

This has been a very busy 

term for us at Henry Cort.  

Year 11 students have been 

taking their examinations 
and preparing themselves 

for the final push towards 

the end of their school 
career.  We invited in a 

motivational speaker called 

Alex Alley into the college.  
Alex took part in a round 

the world yacht race which 

was very eventful and used 

his experience of the race 
to raise some important 

questions for our Year 11 

students.  As a result of his 
talk they have all set 

themselves academic targets 

for this term which will be 
reviewed in May when Alex 

returns to speak to them 

again. 

I would like to wish them 
every success for the next 

half term and for the next set 

of examinations which will 

be taking place. 

We started this term on a 

high by celebrating the 
successful English re-sit 

examinations.  Of the 25 ex 

s tu dent s  who r e - sa t 

following the change in 
grade boundaries last 

summer, all of them 

increased their marks to at 
least a grade C from a D 

grade!  This was excellent 

news for the students 
enabling them to concentrate 

on the courses they wished 

to be studying rather than 

resitting examinations in the 
summer.  We remain 

disappointed that the results 

were not included in the 
performance tables which 

were published earlier this 

month.  The effect of the 

improved results would have 
changed our 5 A*-C 

including English and Maths 

percentage from 44% to 
57%.  Congratulations to 

those students! 

Staffing 

I would like to say 

congratulations to Mr 

Cha llen whos e baby 

daughter was born at the 
start of January.  I would 

also like to wish Mrs 

Armstrong luck as she 
commenced her maternity 

leave last week. 

We are pleased to welcome 
new staff to join our team 

this term.  We welcome 

Miss Young, Technology 

Technician and Miss 

Stretch, Cover Supervisor.   

Social Media 

This term PC Mangan has 
taken House assemblies on 

the dangers of the cyber 

world.  Students were 
informed that Social Media 

sites were not acceptable 

places to vent their opinions 

and any students doing so 
would be dealt with 

accordingly by PC 

Mangan.  I would like 
to reiterate with parents that 

mobile phones should never 

be used in the classroom 
unless a student has been 

given permission to do so 

by a member of staff.  Any 

student using their phone in 
lessons will be expected to 

give it to the member of 

staff.  It can be collected at 

the end of the college day. 

Year 5 and Year 6 

Students 

I would like to draw parents 
attention to the Saturday 

workshops which will be 

running through April and 
May.  More information can 

be found on page 2 of this 

edition of Spotlight.  We are 
really looking forward to 

welcoming children from 

our cluster schools to the 

workshops and we look 
forward to working with 

their parents next year. 
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Emergency Closure of the 

College due to snow 

I have spoken to a number 

of parents following the 
difficulties they had due to 

us having to close on Friday 

18th January 2013.  I am 

now more aware of the 
p a r t i c u l a r  t r a n s p o r t 

problems in Whiteley which 

make it very difficult for 
buses to operate in snowy 

and icy conditions.  We 

hope there will be no further 
problems of this nature this 

year but should there be a 

case of serious inclement 

weather we will try to 
inform you earlier via the 

college website and also by 

email/text message.  

Thank you for all your help 

and support so far this 

academic year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr P Munday 

Principal 

Term Dates 

Spring Term 

Half Term - Mon 18-Fri 22  

Feb 2013  

Easter - Fri 29 March - Fri 12 

April  

Summer Term 

Monday15 April 2013 - 

Week A 

Half Term - Mon 27 - Fri 31 

May  

Summer Holidays 

Weds 24 July - Mon 2 

September 2013 



The next FOHC recycling days are Friday 19 April and Friday 26 April which are 

also mentoring days in the college.  

Every student can participate either by obtaining a bag from Mrs Doyle or you can 
use your own. Fill the bags with clothing items, paired shoes, belts and accessories, 

hats & scarves, handbags, bed linen etc. that you no longer need.  We can also 

recycle unwanted books but these must be bagged separately. 

Please take your bags to the Cort Theatre on the recycling day by 2.30pm where 

they will be collected by the Happy School Bag Company. 

Note that we do not have anywhere to store it, so bringing your bag on the exact day 

is VERY IMPORTANT! 

Remember, the more we collect, the more money we get, so start sorting and saving 

now! 

The Friends of Henry Cort hopes you can participate in Happy School Bag scheme 

and thank you in advance for your contributions. 

We can now recycle mobile phones and inkjet cartridges! 

You can donate your old mobile phones or inkjet cartridges on the recycling days; 
they will help raise additional funds for the college.  Place you unwanted mobile 

phone/inkjet cartridge in the box provided in the Cort Theatre on either of the 

recycling days. 

Please use the recycling link on the college website to check which inkjet cartridges 

can be recycled. 

Please DON’T FORGET to use the college web shop when shopping online 

www.spendandraise.com/henrycort or log onto the college website and follow the 
link.  You can help to raise valuable funds by shopping online through the webshop 

– and you won’t spend any more than going to the retailer’s website directly.  

Orders will soon be taken for the year 11 yearbook, which is currently with the 

publishers. It is hoped that during the Easter Term these will be delivered. 

FOHC would like to thank all the staff and pupils who have helped in pulling this 

project together. 

FOHC have donated £300 to Rock Challenge in college.  WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!! - without support from parents valued funds cannot be raised to assist in 

projects such as Rock challenge or support the college in raising funds towards an 

outside shelter area that students require.   

The next Friends of Henry Cort meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 March 2013 at 
6.30pm in the college library.  Please attend if you can and share your fundraising 

ideas with us! 

Dear Year 5 and 6 Children 

Particularly if you are in Year 6, this is the time of year when you are waiting to 

hear which secondary school you will be attending in September.  If you are lucky 

enough to be coming to Henry Cort, then we will shortly be inviting you to attend 

some Saturday morning workshops. This is the first part of a range of activities 

over the next few months designed to make your move from primary school to 

Henry Cort as easy as possible.  The workshops introduce you to a range of 

different subjects that you will study here and enable you to get to know the 

college site and some of your teachers. There is even the chance for your parents to 

have some lessons too! 

So that you can get the dates onto your calendars early, the workshops will be 

happening on Sat 20th April, Sat 27th April and Sat 18th May.  More details will 

follow soon. 

I look forward to meeting you all soon. 

Dr Lansley 

Year 7 Transition Coordinator 
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FOHC PTA News 

Present – 5 sets of parents signed in. 

Apologies received from Mr Munday 

Department Reviews 

Mr Fielon explained that the college had an 

ongoing process of self evaluation carrying out 
departmental reviews in subject areas. As all 

subjects have now been reviewed three times there 
was now a change to thematic reviews and the first 

one on Praise and Rewards across the school was 
in  process . Parent's views from the meeting 

would be included. 

House Point System 

Mr Hartnell began with the number of 25187 
representing the number of positive House Points 

logged and 2781 representing the number of 

negative behaviour logs so far this year. 

He explained that the House Point system is there 
to create a culture of students having their 

achievements recognised and striving to be the 
best they can.  The award structure ranges from 10 

House Points to 200 for a Platinum certificate.  
The system has evolved to become more complex 

this year and is fair across the college.  This is 
because there is now a greater variety of reasons 

for awarding House Points - so sporting 
achievements are now balanced out against other 

successes eg music performances, community 
events and parent attendance at parent evenings.  

Houses are ranked in mini leagues for attendance 

and ATL's.  Exceptions are made to the 
calculations for students with chronic ill health 

absences.  The most improved tutor group is 
recognised.  There is now more competition 

between tutor groups based on Literacy, Maths 
and Language questions as well as uniform, 

logbook, bottle tops, Day 10 activities and tutor 
folders.  House Points are awarded by subjects as 

well as by type eg House Progress Leader and 

Tutor. 

Parents asked if it was unfair that some teachers 
were giving out a greater number of House Points 

than others and therefore not praising as much.  
Sometimes this is linked to the number of lessons 

teachers have with students and also if they run a 
tutor competition eg Miss King's maths 

competition - there is an awareness of this issue. 

Parent asked if there was a correlation between a 

teachers performance as a teacher and the number 

of House Points awarded. 

Parent asked how  the school is using the data. Mr 
Hartnell explained that the system is reflecting the 

ATL levels of individuals. 

Topics for Future Discussion 

Parents asked that the Prom and financial stress 
for parents is discussed at the next meeting on 

Wednesday 20 March 2013 at 7.00pm 

Parent Coffee Evening 



Calendar of Events 

For more news please see website: www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk 

Mon 18 – Fri 22 Feb Half Term – Return Week B 

Wednesday 27 Feb HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30-10.45am, Year 9 & 10 Able Linguists Plante France Trip 

Thursday 28 Feb  Team Math's Challenge 

Friday 1 March  Year 11 2nd French Speaking Exam, Year 7 – Craig Simpson, Author Visit 

Wednesday 6 March Year 9 Course Choice Evening – 6.30pm 

Monday 11 March  Orchestra tour of Junior Schools 

Tuesday 12 March  Orchestra tour of Junior Schools, FOHC PTA Meeting – 6.30pm 

Thursday 14 March Orchestra tour of Junior Schools, Year 9 Subject Consultation Meetings – 3.30pm-6.30pm 

Friday 15 March  Friday Week A Timetable 

Monday 18 March  Year 10 Unit 3b and Year 11 Unit 2 English Controlled Assessment Starts 

Wednesday 20 March Parent Coffee Evening – 7.00pm-8.00pm 

Friday 22 March  College Closed - CPD Day 

Monday 25 March  Deadline for Year 9 Course Choices 

Tuesday 26 March  Piano Recital – 7.00pm 

Wednesday 27 March HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am, Year 8 Course Choice Evening – 6.30pm 

Thursday 28 March Year 10 Unit 3b and Year 11 Unit 2 English Controlled Assessments Ends 

Friday 29 March  College Closed – Good Friday 

Mon 1-Fri 12 April Easter Holidays – Return Week A 

Thursday 18 April  Year 8 Subject Meetings – 3.30pm-6.30pm 

Friday 19 April  Early College Closure – Mentoring Session 1, FOHC Recycling Day 

Saturday 20 April  Year 5&6 Saturday Workshops 

Wednesday 24 April HCLW Coffee Morning – 9.30am-10.45am 

Thursday 25 April  Junior Math's Challenge 

Friday 26 April  Early College Closure – Mentoring Session 2, FOHC Recycling Day, Deadline for Year 8 Course Choices 

Saturday 27 April  Year 5&6 Saturday Workshops 

Tuesday 30 April  Year 8 HPV Injections (3) 

Thursday 2 May  Year 10 GCSE Music Performance Evening 

Fri 3 –Sun 5 May  D of E Silver Practice Expedition 

Monday 6 May  College Closed – Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 7 May  Whiteley Parish Assembly – 6.00pm 

Thursday 9 May  Year 10 Subject Consultation Meetings – 3.30pm-6.30pm 

Friday 10 May  Friday Week A Timetable, Year 7 Horrible Histories Trip 

Monday 13 May  Year 10 RE Exam – 8.45am, Year 11 French Exam – 1.30pm, Year 10 English Unit 3a Controlled Assessment  

   Starts 

Tuesday 14 May  Year 11 Biology Exam – 8.45am 

Wednesday 15 May Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Exam – 8.45am, Year 11 Dance Exam – 1.30pm 

Friday 17 May  Year 11 Law – 1.30pm, Year 10 English Unit 3a Controlled Assessment Ends 

Saturday 18 May  Year 5&6 Saturday Workshops 

Monday 20 May  Year 11 English Exam – 8.45am, Year 11 Chemistry Exam – 1.30pm 

Wednesday 22 May Year 11 German Exam – 8.45am, Year 11 Law Exam –8.45am, Year 11 DT Exam – 1.30pm, HCLW Coffee  

   Morning – 9.30am-10.45am, Parent Coffee Evening – 7.00pm-8.00pm 

Thursday 23 May  Year 11 Physics Exam – 8.45am, Year 11 English Exam – 1.30pm 

Friday 24 May  Year 11 Music Exam – 8.45am, Year 10 English Unit 3a Controlled Assessment Ends 

Mon 27-Fri 31 May Half Term – Return Week A 

http://www.henry-cort.hants.sch.uk/news/default.asp?pid=3&nid=2

